Florida governor asks for big budget cuts 


EUSTIS, Florida - Florida’s new governor on Monday 
proposed slashing state spending by more than $5 
billion while cutting taxes by more than $4 billion over 
two years. 

Republican Governor Rick Scott also said at a 
gathering of Tea Party activists in rural central Florida 


that healthcare reforms in his budget proposal would 
save Florida’s hard-pressed state government nearly 
$4 billion over two years, according to a news release. 
Florida’s budget now runs about $70 billion annually. 

See more Business News on Pages B8 & B9 




Are human 
rights really 
in declineP 
look how 
far we’ve 



Cambridge, Mass. - Shortly 
before I left my position as 
head of Amnesty International 
in 2006, I gave a lecture 
at Syracuse University on 
the state of human rights 
around the world. At a dinner 
beforehand, the university 
president asked faculty 
members whether human 
rights were better or worse off 
today than they were 200 years 
ago. With one exception, the 
faculty all insisted that human 
rights were in worse shape. 
The one person who demurred 
from that judgment was David 
Crane, professor of law and 
former prosecutor of the War 
Crimes Tribunal for Sierra 
Leone. He pointed out that the 
notion of bringing perpetrators 
of war crimes before an 
international court would have 
been inconceivable in 1806. I 
added that, in fact, the notion 
of universal human rights was 
not even a recognized concept 
then. 

I often think of this 
conversation when listening 
to people bemoan how little 
human rights progress the 
world seems to be making. Of 
course, it is true that terrible 
human rights violations 
continue to occur on a daily 
basis, and no one would deny 
the need for far more effective 
enforcement of human rights 
laws. 

Continued on Next Page 
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ORANJESTAD - Oil products including jet fuel on the 
Gulf Coast strengthened after Valero Energy Corp. shut 
its Aruba refinery and Flint Hills Resources LLC shut a 
fluid catalytic cracker along with other units at its Corpus 
Christi West plant in Texas. 

The Aruba plant shut last Friday, Feb. 4 after a freshwa¬ 
ter storage tank collapsed, breaking several pipes, Bill 
Day, a company spokesman, said in an e-mail. Flint Hills’ 
305,000-barrel-a-day plant shut equipment on the same 
day because of inclement weather, according to a state fil¬ 
ing. 


West fluid catalytic cracker unit shut because of an instru¬ 
ment malfunction associated with the blower discharge, 
Flint Hills said in a filing with the Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality. Two steam-producing units shut 
during the emissions event, which was expected to last 24 
hours, according to the 
iling. 

The differential for Gulf Coast jet fuel against Nymex 
heating oil futures rose 1.25 cents to a premium of 5.13 
cents a gallon. It’s the highest level since Aug. 23. Prompt 
delivery rose 0.19 cent to 


$2.7574. 


The discount for conventional, 87-octane gasoline in the 
Gulf Coast narrowed 3 cents to 3.5 cents a gallon ver¬ 
sus futures traded on the New York Mercantile Exchange 
at 4:18 p.m., according to data compiled by Bloomberg. 
Prompt delivery rose 4.52 cents to $2.4155 a gallon. 

The same fuel in New York Harbor rose 1.38 cents to 
a discount of 1.75 cents. The Flint Hills Corpus Christi 


Valero’s Aruba refinery makes finished distillates, includ¬ 
ing diesel, and intermediate feedstocks, which can supply 
Valero’s Gulf Coast refineries and plants on the West and 
East coasts, according to the company’s website. The dif¬ 
ferential for ultra-low-sulfur diesel in the Gulf rose 1.23 
cents to a premium of 0.68 cent a gallon.Q 
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HUMANRIGHST 
Continued from Front Page 
But when I reflect on all that 
has changed in the first decade 
of the 21st century alone, I 
cannot help but agree with 
Martin Luther King, Jr.’s 
popular summary of Theodore 
Parker’s idea that “the arc of 
the moral universe is long but 
it bends toward justice.” 
Middle East unrest a sign of 
progressln this new decade, 
today’s unrest in the Middle 
East - however complicated 
with violence and uncertainty 
- may be another testament to 
this progress, depending on 
what comes after each regime. 


The wave of popular uprisings 
now threatening autocrats 
across the Arab world appears 
to represent an extraordinary 
step toward greater freedom 
and improved human rights in 
the region. 

Just a few months ago, not 
many would have thought 
the ouster of Tunisia’s Zine 
El Abidine Ben Ali to be 
possible. In Egypt, even as 
pro-Mubarak supporters 
launched a violent crackdown 
against activists, human rights 
representatives, journalists, 
and citizens, anti-government 
protestors persevered in the 
message that has already 
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earned unprecedented 

concessions from the Egyptian 
regime. While struggles in the 
Middle East and other parts 
of the globe continue, it’s 
encouraging to take stock of 
how far the cause of human 
rights really has come. 
Progress of the last 
decadeConsider these four 
developments from the past 
10 years: 

The International Criminal 
Court was born. Before July 
1, 2002, those guilty of war 
crimes and crimes against 
humanity knew that, except 
in the rare event that the 
international community 
convened a special tribunal, 
they need have little fear that 
their criminal deeds would 
ever be punished. Though the 
court has not yet achieved a 
conviction, the mere specter 
of possible prosecutions 
has already brought change 
to places like Guinea and 
Uganda. 

Use of the death penalty 
continued to decline. During 
the last decade, 26 more 
countries abolished the death 
penalty. Today the number 
that employ it (58) is at a 
historic low. In the United 


States, the Supreme Court 
ruled its use unconstitutional 
in the cases of the mentally 
retarded (2002) and juveniles 
(2005). Executions continue to 
decline, as does the frequency 
of capital sentences. 

The number of human rights 
groups exploded. A recent 
study for the US Holocaust 
Museum identified 115 
organizations working on 
genocide prevention. Of those, 
the 12 major groups were all 
founded in the past five to 
seven years. The same trend 
is true of national and regional 
human rights organizations. 
Virtually every country, even 
some of the most repressive, 
can now boast indigenous 
groups that track violations, 
report abuses, and try to 
hold their governments to 
international standards. 
Technology joined the human 
rights fight. Furthermore, 
those proliferating groups 
must no longer rely on 20th- 
century techniques alone. 
Twitter-organized protests are 
now the norm, as we’ve seen 
in Tunisia and Egypt recently. 
Sophisticated data analysis 
applications are mapping 
evidence of human rights 


crimes from Guatemala to 
Liberia. Satellite imaging has 
identified slave-labor camps 
in North Korea and protected 
villages at risk in Darfur, 
Sudan. 

We really have come a long 
way The human rights camp 
still suffers setbacks with 
some regularity, of course. 
Freedom House has reported 
that the number of electoral 
democracies has reached 
the lowest level since 1995. 
But long-term human rights 
victories depend upon 
changing global political and 
cultural norms, and that takes 
time. And patience. 

After all, when the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights 
came into existence only 
62 years ago, even its most 
ardent supporters would have 
scoffed at the notion that its 
affirmation of “the right to 
marry and to found a family” 
would ever be applied to gays 
and lesbians. 

Monumental as the future 
battles will be, it is important 
to pause occasionally and 
savor the satisfying truth 
that, when it comes to human 
rights, we really have come a 
long way, baby.Q 


A Google Executive’s Place 
in the Egyptian Uprisings 


WASHINGTON, DC - Egyptian authorities 
will release Google executive Wael Ghonim 
from government detention on Monday, 
according to family, friends, and Egyptian news 
outlets, following over a week of speculation 
about Ghonim’s whereabouts. 

Anti-government protesters have adopted 
Ghonim Google’s Dubai-based head of 
marketing for the Middle East and North 
Africa as a “symbolic leader” ever since 
his disappearance on January 28, the Wall 
Street Journal reports, with the April 6 
Youth Movement even naming Ghonim their 
spokesman. While it’s unclear whether Ghonim 
had a hand in organizing the protest movement, 
the Journal explains, he helped establish its 
foundation through online political activism 
in the lead-up to the January 25 uprising, 


administering a Facebook page that served as 
a “virtual headquarters” for the demonstrations 
and setting up the official campaign website for 
opposition leader Mohamed ElBaradei. 

What does Ghonim’s detention say about the 
company he works for and the nature of the 
Egyptian protest movement as a whole? 

Will Google Stay True to Its ‘Do No Evil’ 
Mantra? wonders Rob Coppinger at The 
Inquirer. He notes that Google launched its 
“speak-to-tweet” service after Ghonim’s 
arrest, which enabled Egyptians to tweet via 
voicemail when they lost web access, but adds 
that “it remains to be seen if Google will try to 
do good even if that will likely ruin its chances 
of doing business in other less than democratic 
states around the world.” 

Continued on Page A 6 
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Amtrak, senators announce NY-NJ rail tunnels plan 



NEW YORK - Amtrak 
announced plans on Monday 
for a $13.5 billion commuter 
rail project connecting New 
York City and New Jersey, 
reviving an idea rejected 


late last year by New Jersey 
Governor Chris Christie as 
too expensive. 

Amtrak, the U.S.’ largest 
passenger rail service, said 
in a joint statement with 


U.S. senators from the two 
states, it would spend $50 
million to “begin preliminary 
engineering and design” on 
two rail tunnels under the 
Hudson River. 

Additional funding would 
come from local, regional and 
state governments in New 
York and New Jersey, the 
Port Authority of New York 
and New Jersey, New York’s 
Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority, and from private 
investors, the statement said. 
The project, dubbed the 
Gateway Tunnel, could be 
completed by 2020, it said. 
“The two new trans-Hudson 
tunnels envisioned under 
this plan will provide 


long-sought, peak-period 
operational capacity and is an 
investment that will improve 
transportation flexibility 
and reliability for decades 
to come,” Tony Coscia, a 
member of Amtrak’s Board 
of Directors, said in the 
statement. 

Amtrak President and CEO Joe 
Boardman called the project a 
“critical first step” to bringing 
new high-speed service to the 
critical Northeast corridor. 
Christie canceled a similar 
$8.7 billion tunnel project last 
October, which was to be the 
largest public works project 
in the United States, citing 
billions of dollars in projected 
cost overruns that would be 


borne by the state. 

A rising star in the Republican 
party, Christie inherited the 
project from his Democratic 
predecessor, Jon Corzine. 

The project became a 
lightning rod in the run-up to 
the November 2010 election, 
pitting those calling for more 
federal infrastructure spending 
against those who said such 
projects were too costly. 

The U.S. Federal Transit 
Administration has demanded 
the state repay $271 million in 
federal funds meant for tunnel 
construction, but Christie 
contends New Jersey has no 
legal obligation to pay it back. 
Christie had no immediate 
reaction to Amtrak’s plans.□ 


Qigong: mindful movement made in China 



NEW YORK - If yoga is all 
the rage, can Qigong be far 
behind? 

Sometimes called Chinese 
yoga, Qigong is a mind- 
body practice that melds 
slow graceful movements, 
mental focus and deep 
abdominal breathing to boost 
and balance a person’s vital 
energy, or “qi”. 

As China’s star rises in 
the west, devotees believe 
this 5,000-year-old energy 
cultivation system is poised 
to become the new kid on 
the block among rat racers 
hungry for a more serene 
form of fitness. 

“As China becomes more of 
a player in the world, Chinese 
practice is becoming more 
mainstream,” said Matthew 
Cohen, creator of the Tai Chi 
& Qi Gong Basics DVD, 
“just as yoga became popular 
when the Beatles went to 
India.” 

Cohen, an instructor at 
Sacred Energy Arts in Santa 
Monica, California, said 
unlike in India, yoga in the 
west has come to favor the 


athletic at the expense of the 
meditative. 

“The world is getting more 
crowded, cars and computers 
getting faster,” he said. 
“Qigong is about going 
slower, so internally you 
create space.” 

Tom Rogers, president of the 
Qigong Institute, a nonprofit 
educational organization, 
said Qigong is the precursor 
to all Chinese energy 
practices. 

“Tai Chi is the most well 
known moving form of 
Qigong. Kung Fu is also a 
form of Qigong,” Rogers 
said from his home in Los 
Altos, California 
Rogers added that the idea of 
energy cultivation is foreign 
to westerners but common to 
other cultures. 

“Look at e=mc2,” Rogers 
said of Einstein’s insight 
that matter and energy are 
different forms of the same 
thing. 

“In the west we look at 
mass,” he said. “Western 
physics made weapons. The 
east looks at energy.” 


The slow, spiral exercises of 
Qigong, such as Rolling the 
Ball or Wave Hands in the 
Cloud, require no equipment, 
can be done anywhere, and 
are easy to learn. 

“I call it getting an MBA: 
Movement, Breathing and 
Awareness,” Rogers said. 
“One is adjusting your 
posture so energy flow is 
better; two is slow, deep, 
abdominal breathing; three 
is awareness, or trying to get 
thoughts out of your head.” 
Balance, posture, breath 
control and relaxation 
are among the benefits 
of Qigong, according 
to Jessica Matthews, an 
exercise physiologist with 
the American Council on 
Exercise. 

She said some research 
trials have also reported 
statistically significant 

decreases in the incidence 
of stroke, decreased blood 
pressure, and increases in 
bone mineral density and 
improved effectiveness 
of cancer therapy among 
practitioners. 


“Exercise is not just about 
going on the treadmill or lifting 
weights,” Matthews explained. 
Rogers said as you become more 
adept, the benefits increase. 
“Like an onion you peel the 
layers back and there’s more 


and more to it: movements are 
more fluid, posture is better, 
energy is flowing, breathing is 
more efficient with movement,” 
he said. “As your awareness 
deepens you’re distracted by 
less and less. ”□ 
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Young fight for full-time work in job market 



NEW YORK - Shanee 
Greenidge of Boston has been 
searching for full-time work 
since she dropped out of high 
school in 2009 and took a 
string of part-time jobs to help 
her mother pay bills. 

“I’m looking for any type of 
full-time job. I don’t care what 


it is, I really need something,” 
said Greenidge, 20. 

Her situation is typical of 
millions of young Americans 
caught up in the aftermath 
of the country’s deepest 
economic crisis since the 
Great Depression. 

Greenidge has held a number 


of part-time jobs in the past 
two years, including work as 
a landscaper, but nothing to 
put her on a permanent career 
path. 

Even for part-time retail jobs, 
she said, she is competing with 
people with college degrees or 
years of experience. 

“There’s a lot of competition. 
It sometimes feels like I don’t 
stand a chance,” she said. 

The number of Americans 
working part-time because 
they cannot find a full-time 
job or because their hours 
were cut more than doubled 
from around 4 million in 2007 
to more than 9 million in 2009. 
The number is edging lower, 
but as of January 2011, 8.4 
million were still working 
part-time because of the weak 
economy, according to U.S. 
payrolls data issued on Friday. 
The U.S. unemployment 
rate has fallen to 9 percent, 
but if involuntary part-time 
workers and people who 
are not actively looking for 
work are counted, it stands 
at 16.1 percent, according to 
government data. 

Andrew Sum, an economics 
professor at Northeastern 
University in Boston, said 
past recessions suggest it will 
take several years to make a 
significant dent in the number 
of underemployed Americans. 
“It takes really strong three or 
four years of growth until you 
get a big push down in this 
number,” he said. “There are 


a large number of employers 
who are not sure about future 
demand. So they want to keep 
the cost down.” 

But the cost of being 
underemployed is “huge,” 
both for those desperate for 
more work hours who tend to 
be young adults, less-educated 
and blue-collar workers and 
the broader economy, Sum 
said. 

Most part-time employees 
work half the hours of full¬ 
time employees and often 
do not have benefits such as 
health insurance and pensions, 
Sum said. That puts a strain 
on already stretched public 
services. 

Underemployed workers tend 
to get less training at work 
and earn less in the future than 
full-time colleagues, he said. 
These lower earnings hold 
back their spending on goods 
and services, which drives 
the U.S. economy. Part-time 
workers on low incomes are 
also more likely to need social 
services such as food stamps, 
even as their lower wages and 
expenditures reduce their tax 
contributions, adding to U.S. 
fiscal strains. 

Neil Sullivan, executive 
director at the Boston Private 
Industry Council, said the 
difficulty young people have 
getting a firm foothold in 
the job market is especially 
worrying. 

“Disconnected youth are 
the ones that do the most 


harm to themselves and the 
community,” Sullivan said. 
“You can find them on the 
street comers all around urban 
America and there are few 
prospects for them apart from 
part-time retail.” 

NO EXPERIENCE, NO JOB 
Melissa Rodrigues, 25, who 
recently graduated with a 
bachelor degree in sports 
sciences, works part-time 
looking after children at an 
after-school club while she 
looks for a permanent job. 
Many peers who graduated 
with her, she said, are 
waitressing or going back to 
school. 

“I’ve applied to a lot of places, 
but they want experience. 
They want two years, for 
everything,” she said. 

Even those with more 
experience can find it tough 
to regain their footing in the 
labor market. 

Beth Tarbell, 46, was laid 
off from her job writing 
procedures and safety manuals 
for the restaurant industry in 
Austin, Texas, last spring and 
since then has been working 
part-time, off and on. 

“I’m getting a bit nervous 
now,” she said. “I know 
people who are sleeping on 
other people’s couches and I 
am hoping I don’t become one 
of them,” she said. 

“I’ve had a former boss tell 
me, 6 1 wish we could afford to 
bring you on full-time but we 
can’t. 
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U.S. serial killer 
faces 49th 
murder charge 


SEATTLE - A U.S. man convicted in 2003 of being the “Green 
River Killer” faces a 49th murder charge, filed on Monday, 
stemming from the death of a woman whose skeletal remains 
were found near Seattle in December, 28 years after she 
disappeared. 

Gary Ridgway will be brought from his cell at the Washington 
State Penitentiary in Walla Walla to a courthouse in Kent, 
Washington, to enter an expected guilty plea on February 18, 
his 62nd birthday. 

A plea of guilty is supposed to be his only option under an 
agreement Ridgway made with prosecutors in 2003 to spare 
him from execution in exchange for a life prison term without 
the possibility of parole. 

Ridgway was charged with an additional count of aggravated 
murder in the death of Rebecca Marrero after a skull identified 
as belonging to her was found in December by teenagers in a 
wooded ravine in the Seattle suburb of Auburn. Pieces of her 
vertebrae also were recovered. 

Marrero was 20 years old when she was last seen alive leaving 
a motel near the Seattle-Tacoma Airport in December 1982. She 
was the mother of a 3-year-old girl. 

Ridgway had confessed at one point to slaying her after his 
2003 conviction on 48 other murder counts, but King County 
Prosecutor Dan Satterberg said on Monday there was too little 
evidence then to include her killing in the guilty plea deal at the 
time. 

Ridgway was arrested in 2001 and convicted of the slayings two 
years later. He was dubbed the Green River killer because the 
bodies of several of his victims in the early 1980s were found 
in or near the river, which runs through south King County. Q 


Authorities probe Ice rink fumes 
that sicken 61 people 



DENVER - Authorities on 
Monday were investigating 
the cause of a carbon 
monoxide leak at an ice 
arena that sickened 61 people 
at a girls’ youth hockey 
tournament in south-central 
Colorado. 

Players, spectators and 
officials were overcome with 
carbon monoxide fumes on 
Sunday at the Jorgensen 
Event Center, a three-year- 
old ice arena about 180 miles 
southwest of Denver, said 
Dennis Spritzer, fire marshal 
in Gunnison, Colorado. 

One person was hospitalized 
overnight at a Gunnison 
hospital, and two people 
with severe symptoms 
were airlifted to Denver to 
be treated at a hyperbaric 
chamber not available at the 
local hospital, he said. 
Paramedics were summoned 
to the arena after 911 calls 
reported dozens of people 
were experiencing symptoms 


of carbon monoxide poisoning, 
including headaches, lethargy 
and nausea, Spritzer said. 

By the time ambulances 
arrived, the building was 
evacuated and most were 
treated with oxygen and 
released, he said. 

A similar incident occurred at 
a separate indoor ice rink in 
Colorado in 2009, and in the 
last several years, ice arenas 
in Minnesota, Washington, 
Illinois and Florida and 
other states reported carbon 
monoxide sickness scares. 
Usually build-up of the 
odorless gas from ice 


resurfacing vehicles was to 
blame. 

Spritzer said health inspectors 
and investigators were on 
scene Monday to determine 
the cause of the leak, but that 
mechanical problems in the 
arena’s ventilation system 
appear to be the culprit. 

“It (the ventilation system) 
likely was not pulling in fresh 
air and venting exhaust from 
the ice-scraping machine,” 
Spritzer told Reuters. 

None of those sickened were 
in a life-threatening situation, 
Spritzer said.Q 
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Muslim man hurt in attack back at work, suspect freed 







ST. PETERSBURG, Florida 
- A Muslim man who says 
he was stabbed because of 
his religion was back at work 
on Monday while his alleged 
attacker was free on bail. 
Samad Ebadi, 57, was stabbed 
in the neck Friday night at a 
bar next to the convenience 
store he owns in a St. 
Petersburg suburb. 

Bradley Strott, 52, was 
arrested and charged with 
a hate crime of aggravated 
battery. He was released 
on Saturday after paying a 
$15,000 bail. 

Ebadi said Strott was a regular 
customer at his store and that 


Strott had invited him to 
Strott’s birthday party last 
year. 

On Friday, Ebadi said he and 
Strott talked briefly at the bar 
when Strott asked if he was 
Muslim. Ebadi said he was. 
“He said T kill you,’” Ebadi 
said. He said Strott then 
pulled out a pocket knife and 
stabbed him. 

“He’s ugly inside. He could 
have killed me. He’s an 
angry man,” Ebadi said in an 
interview at his store, Sam’s 
Food Market. 

“Something’s not right. He 
needs to get treatment,” Ebadi 
added. 


The police report of the 
stabbing quoted Strott as 
saying, “Muslims are at the 
root of the problem.” 

Ebadi said he was shocked 
when he found out Strott had 
been released on bail and 
thought Strott should have 
been charged with attempted 
murder. 

Ebadi is a native of Iran who 


Continued from Page A2 
Google’s Doing a Better 
Job Than Facebook, argues 
Gawker’s Max Read. He 
notes that the Facebook page 
Ghonim reportedly helped 
create was launched in 
memory of Khaled Said, the 
Egyptian businessman who 
police beat to death in June 
2010 : 

That group was taken down 
by Facebook the first in 
a string of unbelievably 
unhelpful decisions by the 


came to the United States 
in 1975 and became a U.S. 
citizen. 

His three children were all 
born in St. Petersburg at the 
same hospital where he was 
treated for his stab wound. 
He got several stitches in his 
neck. 

The Tampa chapter of the 
Council of Islamic American 


social networking giant and 
a second group, “We Are All 
Khaled Said,” was created. 
Though the administrators 
of the second group were 
anonymous, most people 
seem to assume that one 
was Ghonim Google won’t 
comment on whether or not 
Ghonim violated company 
policies. But between its 
association with Ghonim 
and its sponsorship of 
speak2tweet, it’s certainly 
showing Facebook how 
internet companies should 
be responding to democratic, 
popular uprisings by not being 
evil. 

Ghonim ’ s Detention 

Illustrates Digital Nature of 
Movement, contends Ryan 
Sholin at Invisible Inkling: 


Relations condemned the 
attack. 

“Elected officials in Florida 
and nationwide must address 
the rising level of Islamophobia 
in our society that can lead 
to violent incidents and acts 
of discrimination against 
ordinary Muslims,” CAIR- 
Tampa Communications 
Director Ramzy Kilic said in 


“To the Facebook pages 
serving as vital organizing 
tools, to the missing Google 
executive, to the [protesters] 
executing the time-honored 
urban hack of charging their 
mobile devices using the 
wiring in a streetlight’s base, 
to Andy Carvin’s retweet 
curation of reliable sources 
on the ground in and around 
Tahrir Square . No matter 
how it turns out, this period 
has been a coming of age for 
a Web-native generation in 
Egypt.” 

Ghonim Is Pivotal to 
Uprising, declares Egyptian 
businessman Naguib Sawiris, 
as quoted in The Wall Street 
Journal: “When he is released 
he will become the living hero 
of this revolution. ”□ 


A Google Executive’s Place 
In the Egyptian Uprisings 




Restaurant 


ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT 

TABLE SERVICE NOT BUFFET STYLE 

Choose from over 30 Dishes 

Cold and Hot 
FOR RESERVATION^^583-8809 

LG Smiift Bfvti, 1GQ it&ar sh& i&w rise Hmete 


Family owned with an Europe tin ami Local touch 
come and enjoy mu famous. 
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Marriott’s la 
Vista Restaurant 
Appoints New 
Management 



PALM BEACH - The Aruba 


Marriott Resort & Stellaris 
Casino welcomes David 
Coster as new Restaurant 
Manager for La Vista and the 
promotion of Wiebe de Roos 
as La Vista Assistant Manager. 

David joined the Marriott 
recently in December 2010. He 
started his food and beverage 
career at the Bucuti Beach 
Resort in 2002 as a Restaurant 
supervisor. In 2003 he moved 
to the Radisson and started at 
the Front Desk. David made 
the transition from Front Office 
to Food and Beverage shortly 
after. In 2005 he was promoted 
to Restaurant Manager. He 
managed the different food 
and beverage outlets such as 
Laguna Restaurant, Sunset 
Grille and Gilligan’s. With a 
wealth of experience, David 
will manage Marriott’s 
main restaurant La Vista, in 
charge of the daily breakfast, 
lunch and dinner operations 
together with Restaurant 
Manager Eveline Peels. 

Wiebe joined the Marriott 
family in early 2008 working 
as Food & Beverage server at 
Ruth’s Chris Steak House. By 
October 2008 he was promoted 
to Food & Beverage Supervisor 
of La Vista restaurant. Wiebe 
has shown great initiative and 
leadership within the La Vista 
team in the last two years and 
has contributed to creative 
marketing ideas. 

The Aruba Marriott Resort & 
Stellaris Casino congratulates 
both gentlemen in their new 
positions. □ 


Amsterdam Manor recognized by Earth Check 



EAGLE BEACH - Aruba’s 
eco-friendly resort with 
proven excellence in 
Hospitality & Customer 
Service. With its pristine 
location and intimate 
ambiance, situated just 
steps away from one of the 
most beautiful beaches in 
the world Eagle Beach, The 
Amsterdam Manor captures 
the essence of relaxation at 
its best. 

The Amsterdam Manor 
Beach Resort is no doubt 
Aruba’s best intimate 
resort. Unlike your average 
hotel, The Amsterdam 
Manor provides a level of 
personal attention and an 
understated elegance that 
are too often lacking in 
larger hotel chains. With 
consistently delivering 
delighting experiences to 
its guests by providing top 
personalized services. 

One of the reasons the 
Amsterdam Manor has 
proven record of excellence 
is due to the Freeman Group, 
which is the largest staff 
training and measurement/ 
mystery shopping 

organization in the world. 


Contracted to measure 
service performance of the 
resorts on the island in an 
anonymous manner, the 
data is compared with the 
industry rules and standards 
which were exceeded yet 
again by the Amsterdam 
Manor. 

The environmental 

practices of the Amsterdam 
Manor Beach Resort have 
been recognized as well by 
Earth Check; the world’s 


leading sustainable travel 
and tourism certification 
organization. 

In June of 2010, Amsterdam 
Manor Beach Resort 
became the first property 
in Aruba to receive the 
much-coveted Earth 

Check Platinum level of 
certification. 

The most recent Earth 
Check Benchmark report 
states that the Amsterdam 
Manor Beach Resort 


in addition to having a 
Sustainability Policy in 
place, ten of the assessed 
Earth Check indicators are 
above the Baseline level. 
From the benchmarking 
data provided, five 

indicators are above the 
Best Practice level, which 
is an achievement to be 
very highly commended. 
Triple bottom line 

measurement of the 
Amsterdam Manor’s 
performance and a 
willingness to submit 
data for independent 
auditing provides the 
guests with the certainty 
that their environmental 
credentials go well beyond 
mere tick box action. By 
doing business with the 
Amsterdam Manor you 
are helping care for the 
planet and can trust that 
we are doing everything 
possible to minimize the 
environmental footprint 
resulting from your travels. 
For a tropical retreat unlike 
any other, venture off the 
beaten path and escape to 
The Amsterdam Manor 
Beach Resort in Aruba. □ 
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Aqua Grill •••“the hip restaurant that is heaven 
on earth for seafood lovers 

? F 
A, 


Fodor’s Travel Guide 


Lmong the island’s many fine 
restaurants, Aqua Grill is the 
premier seafood sensation. Excit¬ 
ingly prepared in an open-view 
kitchen, fresh local catches join 
delicacies from waters abroad, 
including live Maine lobster, 
Norwegian salmon, sashimi tuna, 
and Alaskan king crab, along with a 
selection of non-seafood dishes. 

Aqua Grill’s award-winning chef 
offers a menu of classic and 
contemporary dishes. The fresh 
seafood is prepared in a variety of 
regional styles, melding local 
island charm with the traditions of 
New England, the spices of 
Jamaica, the zesty flavors of Italy, 
the mystique of Indonesia, and 
beyond. In addition to a selection 
of authentic dishes, your seafood 


can also be prepared wood-grilled, 
broiled, poached, steamed, or 
pan-fried upon request. Compli¬ 
menting the menu is the island’s 
largest raw bar and a generous wine 
list of over one hundred selections. 

Set in a contemporary decor 
combining the traditions of a New 
England fish house with the ease 
and character of the Caribbean, 
Aqua Grill’s warm, island hospital¬ 
ity is the final ingredient to the 
complete dining experience on 
Aruba. 

Open nightly from 6pm to 11pm, 
5:00pm to 11:00pm on Sunday. 
Located across the street from 
the Radisson Resort and next 
door to Amazonia Churrascaria. 
Tel.: 586-5900 


Bring this ad with you and receive 

a free glass of house wine 

Valid with purchase of main course . Not valid with any other promotions . 




• tomorrow • 

Enjoy Wild Cash Wednesday! 


Earn DOUBLE POINTS all day long! 

Use your Alhambra Advantage card to play our slots 
from 10am to 4am and we’ll DOUBLE your points 
for DOUBLE cash back. 


Open daily 6pm to 2am 
Happy Hour from 6 to 8pm 

SPORTS ROOK 

Bet on all your favorite sports! 


Where Aruba goes to play 


Open daily IOam to 4am • J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 • 583.5000 • www.casinoalhambra.com 


^ ^ \ ARUBA 

1~A DIVI RESORTS PROPERTY 


Must be an Alhambra Advantage member. All programs and promotions are subject to change or cancellation without prior notice. 



















Claudia Simms 



I am very proud to work at 
Ruth’s Chris and I always 
ensure that every guest that 
is seated at my tables leave 
Ruth’s Chris with the best 
dining experience. 

Claudia started working at 
Ruth’s Chris Steak House 
since the opening three years 
ago. Throughout the three 
years working at the Ruth’s 


Chris in Aruba, Claudia 
learned a lot about the brand 
and the food that Ruth’s Chris 
Steak House serves. Her 
personal recommendation for 
appetizer is a stuff mushroom 
with crabmeat or the Ruth’s 
Chris chop salad. 

Claudia enjoys 
taking care of her repeat 
guests. “It feels great that 
guests come to dine and 
request to be served by me, 
it makes me feel proud of my 
job”, comments Claudia. The 
combination of Ruth’s Chris 
standards with the Marriott 
standards is the ideal recipe 
for the best food and dining 
experience you will ever find 
in Aruba. Claudia personally 
invites everyone to have 
dinner at Ruth’s Chris this 
week and have a chance to 
win a dinner for two and 
33,333.33 Marriott Rewards 
points. □ 


“We serve the number one 
meat to our customers” 

Maria Pena works in the 
kitchen as the lead cook of 
Ruth’s Chris and has been 
working there since the 
opening of Ruth’s Chris Steak 
House. She works four days 
a week at the broiler station 
and two days a week on the 
side orders where she takes 
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Maria Pena 



care of the vegetables and 
potatoes. “I love my job, the 
service that we provide and 
the quality of food that we 
serve “commented Maria. 
Eating at Ruth’s Chris is a 
unique experience and she 
recommends the Porterhouse 
for two with creamed spinach 
and mashed potatoes made 
especially by her.Q 


Gloria Kelly 


“I like working at Ruth’s Chris because I can have contact 
with a lot of people” 


Gloria Kelly works as a bus 
girl at the Ruth’s Chris Steak 
House. As many others, 
Gloria started working at 
Ruth’s Chris Steak House 
since the opening in 
February 2008. “My job is 
to make sure that the clients 
have their drinks requested 
and make sure they always 
have water on the table”, 


Gloria comments. She is a 
big fan of the rib eye steak 
with creamed spinach and 
would highly recommend 
this for the ultimate Ruth’s 
Chris dinner experience. 
Gloria invites everyone to 
have dinner at Ruth’s Chris 
Steak House where they 
have the best service and 
best steak in Aruba. □ 


Fishes & More showcases the best seafood entrees 


Ask about the Early 
Bird Menu from 
4 PM to 6:30 PM 



Fishes & More specialize in 
freshest fish and seafood on 



the island, and at the same 
time please the non-fish 
lovers as well. All the dishes 
are prepared a la minute by an 
internationally experienced 
kitchen team, which gives the 
twist to the fabulous dishes. 
Influences from all over 


the world are found back 
on the menu and they are 
already well known for the 
daily changing specials. If 
you have a large party, or if 
there is anything you feel 
like in particular, Fishes & 
More can always arrange 
to have your dinner cooked 
just for you, as they work 


only with fresh and honest 
products! 

Ideally located in front 
of the Occidental Resort 
(Former Allegro), they are 
visited both by individuals 
and families alike, as they 
have a super kids menu, 
so they can enjoy their 
dinner as much as you 


will yours! 

Enjoy live entertainment 
every night at 8PM, and 
even after dinner the perfect 
night out continues, as you 
can shop till you drop since 
the shops on our friendly 


square are open until eleven. 
See what its like to experience 
real fresh dining joy with a 
twist! 

Open from 4 pm until midnight 


For reservations call 
+(297) 586-3659 


Read ARUBA TODAY every day 
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Passengers on board a Craise Skin stonier Innch at Amazonia Churrascarla 



PALM BEACH - A recent 
group on 130 professionals 
from Colombia, South 
America, made a delicious 
stop-over at Amazonia 
Churrascaria. 

The group came off a cruise 
ship in the Oranjestad 
harbor, hopped on air- 
conditioned motor coaches 
for an island tour and 
concluded the happy visit 
on Aruba with lunch at 
Amazonia Churrascaria. 
Adventure of the Seas, 
one of Royal Caribbean’s 
favorite vessels made a 
stop in Aruba this week, 
and De Palm Tours helped 
facilitate the tremendous 
experience. 

Pictured here, the visitors 
enjoying great food in 
fantastic company at 
Amazonia Churrascaria. Q 






f. ' L 



Ml 









































LOCALie 


Tuesday, February 8, 2011 



RESTAURANT 


Dinner served 5:00 p.m. -10:00 p.m. Monday Closed 


Different theme night, every nicht! 


TUESDAY'S 

CARIBBEAN FEAST* BEST VALUE FOR MONEY! 

Local Caribbean Night, serving sauteed Creole Garlic Shrimp 
and fresh Creole Red Snapper with sweet plantain, with other 
Aruban favorites such as Keshi Yena and Beef Stoba accompa¬ 
nied by a Gourmet Salad Bar, Peel N Eat Shrimp, Hand Rolled 
Sushi, Cold Cuts & Cheeses, Aruban Fish Soup. 

Home Made Pastries & Cakes 


Wednesday's 

Enjoy the rich flavors of Italy at our mix & match interactive 
pasta station, paired with mouthwatering specialties such as: 
Breaded Grouper Fingers, tartar sauce. Roasted Leg of Lamb, 
Chicken with Italian olive & tomato relish accompanied by a 
Gourmet Salad Bar, Peel N Eat Shrimp, Hand Rolled Sushi, Italian 
Cold Cuts & Cheeses and famous Minestrone Soup 
Home Made Pastries & Cakes 



$10 in Casino 

PER PERSON, ANY NIGHT 

The Casino at the Rad i s son. 
Open daily from 12 noon 
For information call +297 



Just $23.95 p.p / kids $6.95 + 15% Service Charge & Tax i (tl O 

For reservations call 526 6612 or 526 6613 /V — - ■ 1+T JL vJ 

f ARUBA ■ ^ 

GREAT VALUE • AWARD WINNING CUISINE • GENUINE HOSPITALITY • TROPICAL AMBIANCE resort,casino & spa ■ *«*£(**; 


Westin Super Bowl event huge success 




PALM BEACH -Whether 
you were a Packers fan or 
cheering for the Steelers, 
hundreds turned out for the 
Westin’s Super Bowl event. 
Held outdoors in the Sea 
Breeze Terrace tent just off 
the pool deck, the island’s 
largest LED screen, mea¬ 
suring 17.5 feet by 10 feet, 
captured all the excitement 
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for guests. 

Guests munched away on 
an endless buffet of ham¬ 
burgers, hot dogs, chicken 
wings, sodas, and Aruba’s 
own Balashi beer fresh from 
the tap, as the action came 


down to the last 2 minutes 
of the fourth quarter. One 
of the most exciting Super 
Bowls ever, great food and 
drink, Westin hospitality, 
and balmy island breezes... 
who could ask for more?Q 
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Bipartisan Duo Reunite for Immigration 
Reform-Irritating Conservatives 


WASHINGTON, DC - Bipartisan couple 
Lindsey Graham and Chuck Schumer are 
getting back together in the name of immigration 
reform. The two senators are reaching out to a 
mix of conservative and liberal groups to back 
their pro-immigration initiative, including 
“conservative evangelicals, the AFL-CIO, 
the Service Employees International Union, 
business organizations and immigrant advocacy 
groups,” Politico reports. Schumer and Graham 
are up against a House of Representatives 
controlled by anti-immigration Republicans 
so the key to achieving comprehensive 
immigration reform is the support of major 
Republican players. 

Washington Monthly’s left-leaning Steven 
Benen thinks “comprehensive immigration 
reform is long overdue” and admires Graham’s 
and Schumer’s efforts but writes honestly 
that “putting aside questions of whether it’s 
even possible to craft an immigration bill that 
could get 60 votes and overcome Republican 
obstructionism, I haven’t the foggiest idea why 
anyone would think the GOP-led House would 
even consider such a measure.” He points out 
House Republicans’ commitment to block the 
DREAM Act as well as any other pathway to 


citizenship. “I’d love to be wrong about this, 
but unless someone came up with a way to 
pass important legislation without the House 
of Representatives, I’m inclined to put my 
hopes on immigration policy on hold for a long 
while.” The reactions of several conservative 
bloggers seem to support Benen’s assumption 
that achieving bipartisan cooperation on 
immigration will be a lot harder than Graham 
and Schumer may think. 

Oh, we have a political appetite to do 
something, Lindsey, just not what you want to 
do. We aren’t interested in discussing anything 
sort of pathway to citizenship until the borders 
are secured. Period. And, as we saw with 
the Arizona illegal immigration issue, most 
Americans prefer cracking down on illegals, 
not giving them a pathway to citizenship. 

Any Republican who goes on to push 
“Comprehensive Immigration Reform” should 
be the one who is scared about being promoted 
to “unemployed political hack.” 

Robert Stacy McCain: “Any such legislation 
would be DOA in the House, which means that 
this is just a scam to hustle campaign cash from 
open-borders advocates, including the U.S. 
Chamber of Commerce. 


Why the Financial World Is Spooked 
by Nasdaq Cyber Attack 


WASHINGTON, DC - In 
May, the Dow Jones Industrial 
Average plummeted 1,000 
points in less than half an 
hour after a trading algorithm 
malfunctioned, exposing 
the vulnerabilities of stock 
exchanges that increasingly 
rely on digital infrastructure. 
This weekend we got another 
reminder when the Nasdaq 
OMX Group, which runs 
the Nasdaq stock exchange, 
revealed that hackers broke 
into a service for corporate 
officers to share confidential 
documents. 

Investigators are trying to 
determine whether the attack 
was an act of terrorism or 
an effort to obtain trade 
secrets or illegal trading 
advantages, the Wall Street 
Journal reports. The hackers 
planted malware files inside 
Nasdaq’s Directors Desk web 
application but didn’t acquire 
private information or breach 
Nasdaq’s trading platform, 
which accounts for around 19 
percent of U.S. stock trading. 
While some evidence suggests 
the hackers were from Russia, 
they may have simply been 
using Russian computers. 


What are the implications 
for Nasdaq and the financial 
world? 

Attack on Trading Could 
Be Devastating, states Larry 
Dignan at ZDNet: “If hackers 
did eventually get to electronic 
trading systems algorithms 
rule the stock market roost 
these days they could spark 
a crash that would make last 
May’s ‘flash crash’ look like a 
day at the beach.” 

As Could Attacks Beyond 
Stock Market, adds Dean 
Takahashi at VentureBeat: “If 
hackers can penetrate Nasdaq, 
maybe they can break into the 
computer systems of other 
secure entities, from air traffic 
control systems to defense 
computers.” 

Is the Status Quo Sustainable? 
wonders Alex Salkever at 
DailyFinance: “The case 

is shaking some bedrock 
assumptions of a digitized, 
high-speed, globally 

connected stock market run 
essentially by computers with 
minimal human interaction 
could cause a decrease 
of confidence that stock 
exchanges can safeguard the 
interests of investors large and 


small.” He wonders whether it 
would be possible for hackers 
to add “a small amount to 
each offer or bid for a specific 
group of securities” and 
capture “the differential over 
millions of trades in a manner 
that could go undetected for 
long periods.” 

Cyber Attacks Are Rising, 
observes Business Insider’s 
Pascal-Emmanuel Gobry, 
“especially on financial 
systems and companies, for 
obvious reasons (money!).” 
He points to recent reports that 
the London Stock Exchange 
struggled with hackers last 
year when it switched to an 
open source-based trading 
system. Nasdaq’s Trading 
Service Is Secure, notes 
Christopher Drew at The New 
York Times. While the Nasdaq 
breach may spark concern 
about cyber attacks on banks 
and stock exchanges, Drew 
explains, trading platforms 
generally boast sophisticated 
protections against hackers. 
Nasdaq’s more pressing 
concern is reassuring 
customers about the security 
of its non-trading services like 
Directors Desk, he says.Q 
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Does John Kerry Have His 
lye on Hillary Clinton’s Job? 

WASHINGTON, DC - John Kerry seems to have been 
carefully positioning himself during the upheaval in Egypt 
with an eye for a job he’s wanted for years: secretary of state. 
The Massachusetts senator called on Hosni Mubarak to step 
down while the White House waited, the Boston Globe 
columnist Joan Vennochi notes, capitalizing on Hillary 
Clinton’s looking “unprepared and off-balance” in response 
to the protests. “For once,” Vennochi writes, Kerry “looks 
artful, as well as ambitious.” 

Clinton was tapped to be secretary of state after President 
Obama won the Democratic primary in 2008 and moved to 
craft his “team of rivals” government. Kerry had to settle 
for his current gig, chairman of the Senate armed services 
committee. But Kerry hasn’t let it go to waste. He’s delivered 
important speeches lauded by wonks, his support for an 
Afghanistan surge helped convince Obama to do it, and his 
committee released a report this week finding that American 
diplomats in Iraq could find themselves in danger after the 
U.S. fully withdraws. After decades in the public eye, “it’s 
about time Kerry finds his voice,” Vennochi writes. “Out of 
crisis, comes opportunity.” 

Not everyone wants Kerry to seize it, however, though the 
option may look good to liberals. 

Kerry Is a Needed Voice, Adam Sorensen notes at Time. 
“Speculation about Kerry’s designs on Foggy Bottom aside, 
it’s clear how valuable a strong voice on Foreign Relations 
can be. In a situation as fluid and fraught as Egypt’s, 
where every administration statement must be couched 
in cautious diplo-speak, Kerry is someone who can (and 
did) take a firmer position early on without knocking the 
administration’s official stance off kilter.” □ 
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When it’s time to shuffle and deal, 
we always have a seat for you! 

Watch the “Bad Beat”Jackpot Grow... 


Live music 
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FOUR OF A KIND (both cards in hand) till the river—receive $ 50.00 cash 
STRAIGHT FLUSH (both cards in hand) till the river—receive $ 100.00 cash 
ROYAL FLUSH (both cards in hand) till the river—5% of Bad Beat 


The Casino at the Radisson 
Open daily from 12 noon to 4 am 
For information call +297 586 4045 


Egypt’s Brotherhood warns it could quit talks with government 



CAIRO - Egypt’s Muslim 
Brotherhood said on Monday 
it could pull out of talks with 
the government if opposition 
demands were not met, 
including the immediate exit 
of President Hosni Mubarak 
who on Monday chaired a 
cabinet meeting. 

Mubarak, 82, who refuses 
calls to end his 30-year- 
old rule before September 
polls, saying his resignation 
would cause chaos in the 
Arab world’s most populous 
nation, has tried to focus 
on restoring order and his 
government seems to be 
buying time. 

Protesters, barricaded in a 
tent camp in Tahrir Square 
in the heart of Cairo, have 
vowed to stay until Mubarak 
quits and hope to take their 
campaign to the streets with 
more mass demonstrations on 
Tuesday and Friday. 

Keen to get traffic moving 
around Tahrir Square, the 
army tried early on Monday 
to squeeze the area the 
protesters have occupied. 
Overnight campers rushed 
out of their tents to surround 
soldiers attempting to corral 
them into a smaller area. 

The powerful army’s role in 
the next weeks is considered 
critical to the future of Egypt. 
“The army is getting restless 
and so are the protesters. The 
army wants to squeeze us into 
a small circle in the middle of 
the square to get the traffic 
moving again,” protester 
Mohamed Shalaby, 27, told 
Reuters by telephone. 

The uprising, which some 
activists have called the “Nile 
Revolution,” may have cost 
300 lives so far, according to 


the United Nations. 

The opposition has been 
calling for the constitution to 
be rewritten to allow free and 
fair presidential elections, a 
limit on presidential terms, the 
dissolution of parliament, the 
release of political detainees 
and lifting of emergency law. 
“We are assessing the 
situation. We are going 
to reconsider the whole 
question of dialogue,” the 
Brotherhood’s Essam el-Erian 
told Reuters on Monday. “We 
will reconsider according 
to the results. Some of our 
demands have been met but 
there has been no response 
to our principal demands that 
Mubarak leave.” 

The Muslim Brotherhood 
movement was among the 
groups that met Egyptian 
government officials at the 
weekend, a sign of how 
much has already changed in 
an uprising that has rocked 
the Arab world and alarmed 
Western powers. 

The presence at the 
weekend talks of the banned 
movement, whose members 
have for years been repressed 
by Mubarak’s feared security 
forces, was a significant 
development that would have 
been unthinkable before the 
uprising. 

The Brotherhood is seen as 
by far the best organized 
opposition group, whose 
potential rise to power 
troubles Egypt’s Western 
allies. 

Opposition figures reported 
little progress in the talks. 
While protesters worry that 
when Mubarak does leave, he 
will be replaced not with the 
democracy they seek but with 


another authoritarian ruler. 
CABINET MEETS 
The government issued a 
statement after a first round 
of talks on Sunday and said 
there was agreement on a 
road map for talks, which 
gave little ground on many 
opposition demands. 

It suggested reforms would 
be implemented with 
Mubarak staying in power 
until September. It also 
put conditions on lifting 
emergency law, which the 
opposition says has been used 
to stifle dissent and should 
end immediately. 

Mubarak’s new cabinet 
pledged on Monday to keep 
subsidies and draw in foreign 
investment in its first meeting 
since the uprising against 
poverty, high prices and an 
end to Mubarak’s rule. 

With a government pledging 
to reform, an opposition with 
limited political experience, 
a constitutional process that 
mitigates against haste, and 
a key strategic role, Egypt’s 
next steps must be considered 
carefully, U.S. officials say. 
The opposition has made big 
gains in the past two weeks. 
Mubarak has said he will not 
run again for president, his 
son has been ruled out as next 
in line, a vice president has 
been appointed for the first 
time in 30 years, the ruling 
party leadership has quit and 
the old cabinet was sacked. 
Perhaps more important, 
protesters now take to 
the streets almost with 
impunity in their hundreds 
of thousands. Before January 
25, a few hundred would 
have met a crushing police 
response in this U.S. ally 


whose army receives $1.3 
billon in aid annually. 

OVER THE HORIZON 
Appearing to soften her 
position for Mubarak to step 
down, U.S. Secretary of 
State Hillary Clinton has said 
her policy on Egypt looks 
“over the horizon” to its 
possible democratic future a 
future that must be carefully 
planned. 

The cautious U.S. approach 
to the unrest shaking its 
strategic Middle East partner 
has come at a cost, putting the 
Obama administration out of 
step with the protesters who 
say Mubarak must quit now 
for serious political talks to 
take place. 

As allies coalesced around 
the U.S. position, German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel’s 
spokesman Steffen Seibert 
said it was clear that the 
Mubarak era was in its final 
phase and there would be 
other leaders. 

“That is what’s important for 
us, that this new direction 
is clear and irreversible,” 
he said, adding: “It’s not so 
important that individual 
people resign or whether 
there is a competition to 
have the quickest possible 
election.” 


Egypt’s government tried 
to get the country back to 
normal when the working 
week began on Sunday. 
Banks reopened after a week- 
long closure with lines of 
customers accessing accounts 
but hours, and withdrawals, 
were limited. Schools 
remained shut. 

Several major Egyptian 
business concerns resumed 
business. 

In another move to restore 
normality, authorities 

shortened the curfew, largely 
ignored by the hard-core 
protesters, to start at 8 p.m. 
and end at 6 a.m.. 

Many Egyptians, including 
those who took part in 
nationwide demonstrations 
last week against Mubarak, 
are keen to get back to 
work and are worried about 
the effects of the crisis on 
stability, the economy and the 
important tourism sector. 
Egypt’s pound weakened to 
a six-year low on the second 
day of trade after a week- 
long closure. State-controlled 
banks seemed to be selling 
dollars to support the pound. 
“Things are stable. I can’t say 
they’re good, but they’re not 
collapsing,” said a trader at a 
Cairo-based bank.Q 
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Thai and Cambodia troops clash for fourth day on border 



PHUM SARON, Thailand - 
Thai and Cambodian troops 
clashed for a fourth straight 
day on Monday over a disputed 
border area surrounding a 
900-year-old mountaintop 
temple, deepening political 
uncertainty in Bangkok and 
prompting Cambodia to urge 
U.N. intervention. 

Several hours of shelling and 
machine gun fire subsided at 
around 11 a.m. (11 a.m. EST 
on Sunday), creating an uneasy 
peace in the 4.6-sq-km (two- 
sq-mile) contested area around 
the Preah Vihear temple 
claimed by both Southeast 
Asian neighbors. 

Cambodia’s government said 
Monday’s fighting had killed 
five people and wounded 
45 others on its side of the 
border. It did not say whether 
the casualties were troops or 
civilians. 

Both sides blame the other 
for clashes that have killed 
at least two Thais and eight 
Cambodians since Friday and 


unleashed nationalist passions 
in Bangkok, energizing 

“yellowshirt” protesters 

demanding that Thailand’s 
government step down. 
Reasons behind the fighting 
remain murky. Some analysts 
reckon hawkish Thai generals 
and nationalist allies may be 
trying to topple Thailand’s 
government or even create a 
pretext to stage another coup 
and cancel elections expected 
this year. 

Others say it may be a simple 
breakdown in communication 
channels at a time of strained 
relations over Cambodia’s 
flying of a national flag in the 
disputed area and laying of 
a stone tablet inscribed with 
“This is Cambodia.” 

The clashes pushed down 
shares in Thai firms with 
businesses in Cambodia, 
led by a 1.8 percent loss in 
satellite firm Thaicom, with its 
telecom service in Cambodia 
contributing 10 percent of 
revenue. 


In Phum Saron, an evacuated 
village in Thailand’s Si Sa Ket 
province where Cambodian 
artillery struck several homes 
and a school on Sunday, Thai 
soldiers guarded buildings and 
said it was unclear if more 
fighting loomed. 

On the Cambodian side of the 
frontier, pigs and chickens 
roamed deserted villages. 
Schools and temples were 
turned into makeshift refugee 
centers. Naked children played 
as people collected firewood 
or queued for handouts of rice 
and water. 

Several trucks each carrying at 
least 100 Cambodian infantry 
soldiers were seen racing 
toward the conflict zone. 
Cambodian Prime Minister 
Hun Sen called on the U.N. 
Security Council to convene 
an urgent meeting, accusing 
Thailand of “repeated acts of 
aggression” that have killed 
Cambodians and caused a 
wing of the temple to collapse. 
NO U.N. SECURITY 
COUNCIL MEETING 

PLANNED 

Thai Prime Minister Abhisit 
Vejjajiva wrote to the Security 
Council, saying Cambodia 
was trying to internationalize 
a bilateral issue and accusing 
its troops of launching attacks 
that were “pre-meditated and 
well-planned in advance.” He 
said the Thai troops had no 
choice but to engage in self 
defense. 

In New York, the Security 
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Council on Monday, discussed 
letters from both countries after 
a meeting on unrelated issues 
but indicated it would wait to 
see what came of mediation 
efforts by the Association 
of Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN). 

This month’s council president, 
Brazilian Ambassador Maria 
Luiza Ribeiro Viotti, told 
reporters the 15 council 
members “took cognizance” of 
the letters but did not schedule 
a formal meeting on the 
dispute. 

“They expressed their 
willingness to hold a Security 
Council meeting pending an 
assessment of the ongoing 
regional mediation efforts,” 
she said, adding that council 
members called for a ceasefire 
and peaceful resolution of the 
dispute. 

ASEAN dispatched Indonesian 
Foreign Minister Marty 
Natalegawa to Cambodia on 
Monday in a bid to defuse the 
crisis. He was scheduled to 
meet with Thai government 
officials in Bangkok on 
Tuesday. Viotti said the 
council expressed its support 
for Natalegawa’s mediation 
work. 

Natalegawa called for dialogue 
and for both sides to honor a 
ceasefire agreed on Friday to 
protect ASEAN’s integrity 
ahead of the formation of 
its European Union-style 
community. 

“On the eve of an ASEAN 
community in 2015, guns must 
be silent in Southeast Asia,” he 
told reporters in Phnom Penh. 
The dispute threatens to 
worsen hostility between Thai 


political factions ahead of this 
year’s expected election. 

The “yellow shirts” group of 
protesters, whose crippling 
rallies helped bring Abhisit 
to power, have turned against 
him in recent weeks, calling 
for a tougher line against 
Cambodia. 

In 2008, they occupied state 
offices for three months and 
blockaded Bangkok’s main 
airport until a court expelled 
a government allied with 
former Prime Minister Thaksin 
Shinawatra, a step that led to 
Abhisit taking power. 
Thailand’s police chief said he 
would seek cabinet approval 
on Tuesday to impose the 
Internal Security Act so 
security forces could stop the 
protesters from occupying 
government buildings in 
Bangkok in demonstrations 
planned for Friday. 

The temple, known as Preah 
Vihear, or “Mountain of the 
Sacred Temple,” in Cambodia 
and Khao Phra Viham in 
Thailand, sits on a triangular 
plateau that forms a natural 
border. 

Both sides have been locked 
in a standoff since July 
2008, when Preah Vihear 
was granted UNESCO 
World Heritage status, which 
Thailand opposed on grounds 
that territory around the temple 
had never been demarcated. 
The International Court of 
Justice in 1962 awarded the 
temple to Cambodia, which 
uses a century-old French map 
as the basis for its territorial 
claims, but the ruling failed 
to determine ownership of the 
scrub next to it. □ 
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South Sudan votes for independence by a landslide 



KHARTOUM - South Sudan 
voted overwhelmingly to 
declare independence in 
final results of a referendum 
announced on Monday, 
opening the door to Africa’s 
newest state and a fresh period 
of uncertainty for the fractured 
region. 

Hundreds of south Sudanese 
danced, screamed and waved 
flags as the announcement 
was broadcast on a line of TV 
sets in a square in the center of 
the southern capital Juba. 

A total of 98.83 percent of 
voters from Sudan’s oil- 
producing south chose to 
secede from the north in 
last month’s referendum, 
the chairman of the vote’s 
organizing commission 

Mohammed Ibrahim Khalid 
said. 

The formal announcement 
in Khartoum was disrupted 
by one northern woman who 
began wailing in grief and was 
led from the room. “Sudan is 
one country. Why should it 
separate?” she told journalists, 
saying she had relatives in the 
south. 

The referendum is the climax 
of a 2005 north-south peace 
accord that set out to end 
Africa’s longest civil war and 
instill democracy in a country 
that straddles the continent’s 


Arab-sub Saharan divide. 
Sudanese President Omar 
Hassan al-Bashir earlier 
said he accepted the result, 
allaying fears that the split 
could reignite conflict over 
the control of the south’s oil 
reserves. 

“Today we received these 
results and we accept and 
welcome these results because 
they represent the will of the 
southern people,” he said in an 
address on state TV. 

Southern officials say the 
question of a name for the new 
state is unresolved but it could 
become just “South Sudan.” 
South Sudan’s leader Salva 
Kiir added to the conciliatory 
mood by promising he would 
help Khartoum campaign 
for the forgiveness of the 
country’s crippling debts and 
the easing of international 
trade sanctions in coming 
months. 

Both sides avoided major 
outbreaks of violence over the 
past five years. But they failed 
to overcome decades of deep 
mutual distrust to persuade 
southerners to embrace unity. 
“Southern Sudanese are a 
new people now. We have a 
new identity. We have respect 
from everyone at last. Our 
country has come today,” said 
Rebecca Maluk, a war widow 


and mother-of-three in the 
crowd in Juba. 

CIVIL WAR 

Many southerners see the 
vote as a chance to end years 
of northern repression, which 
they say stretches back 
through years of civil war to 
19th-century raids by slave 
traders. 

The European Union was 
among the first to say it 
accepted the results of the 
referendum. 

“The EU looks forward to 
further developing a close 
and long term partnership 
with Southern Sudan which 
is set to become a new state 
... in July 2011,” the bloc’s 
representative in Sudan, Carlo 
de Philippi, said. 

The U.S. State Department 
said it is initiating the process 
to remove Sudan from the U.S. 
state sponsors of terrorism list, 
but stressed it would only be 
dropped if it met all criteria 
under U.S. law. 

Pagan Amum, secretary 
general of the south’s 
dominant Sudan People’s 
Liberation Movement (SPLM) 
told reporters: “It has shown 
that the people of South Sudan 
were ready and capable to 
determine their own future.” 
The West’s hands may be 
tied by the continuing global 


uproar over Sudan’s separate 
Darfur conflict. Bashir is 
still living under the threat of 
arrest warrants issued by the 
International Criminal Court 
over charges he orchestrated 
genocide in Darfur. 

Deep uncertainties remain 
over the economic and 
political stability of both 
territories over the next five 
months of intense negotiations 
over how to share their oil 
revenues and other unresolved 
issues. 

Landlocked south Sudan is 
almost entirely dependent on 
oil revenues and has struggled 
to find other sources of income 
to support its economy, 
weighed down by the huge 
costs of its army and civil 
service wage bills. 

The north is mired in its own 


economic crisis, marked by 
soaring inflation. A series 
of small street protests, in 
part inspired by uprisings 
in Tunisia and neighboring 
Egypt, has increased political 
pressure on Khartoum, as 
has the prospect of losing 
the south, seen as a matter of 
shame to some northerners. 
The challenges were 
underlined over the weekend 
when soldiers in the southern 
town of Malakal mutinied, 
killing at least 50 people, after 
refusing to redeploy north 
with their weapons as part of 
preparations for the split. 
Malakal has seen north-south 
clashes since the end of the 
civil war, a conflict that 
killed 2 million people and 
destabilized the whole region, 
flooding it with refugees.□ 


Afghan handover to start in first half 2011: NATO 



BRUSSELS - A programme 
for handing over security 
responsibility in Afghanistan 
to Afghan forces will be 
announced in March, with a 
view to launching the actual 
process later in the first half 
of this year, NATO said on 
Monday. 

The district-by-district, 

province- by-province 
transition envisages Afghan 


forces having full security 
responsibility countrywide 
by 2014, and should allow 
for a gradual reduction of the 
150,000 foreign troops in the 
country. 

NATO said in 2009 that 
it aimed to transfer such 
responsibility in 10-to-15 
districts and areas in 2010, but 
the launch has been delayed by 
widening insurgent violence 


and difficulties building up the 
Afghan security forces. 

NATO has since been vague 
about a start date, despite 
growing weariness in Western 
countries with the 10-year war. 
NATO Secretary-General 
Anders Fogh Rasmussen 
said last month he hoped the 
process would be launched 
this month or in March at the 
latest. 

Afghan President Hamid 
Karzai told a security 
conference on Sunday he 
planned to announce the first 
phase of transition on March 
21, the Afghan New Year. 
Rasmussen told a Brussels 
news conference on Monday 
the March date would be for 
announcing which provinces 
and districts would be first to 
make the transition not the 
actual start of the process. 
“After that, a more practical 
implementation process will 


start. It’s premature to say 
anything about when the 
physical transition will take 
place, but it will be in the first 
half of 2011, as I see it today,” 
he said. 

“After the political decision 
has been taken, there is a 
practical implementation, 
but I would expect it to be 
relatively short.” 

Rasmussen said he was 
optimistic due to what he 
called rapid growth in the 
size and quality of the Afghan 
security forces. 

He said Afghan soldiers 
were now taking part in most 
security operations and made 
up about half those involved. 
He brushed aside frequently 
expressed concerns about the 
capabilities and conduct of 
the Afghan police, saying: 
“As for the police, we have 
also seen an improvement of 
quality and we will see further 


improvements in the coming 
years.” 

Rasmussen spoke after a 
survey released last week 
fueled doubts about the 
transition process by showing 
the police only slightly more 
popular than the Taliban in 
the insurgent heartlands of the 
south. 

The U.N.-commissioned 
survey portrayed a police force 
widely viewed by Afghans 
as corrupt and showing 
favoritism based on personal 
connections. 

Rasmussen said that overall, 
opinion polls showed that 
most Afghans around 80 
percent trust their security 
forces. 

“For all these reasons I am 
quite optimistic about the 
timetable and a gradual 
transfer of responsibility to 
Afghan security forces,” he 
said.Q 
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UKsaysLabourgovernmentaidedlibyaoverbomberrelease 


f 




LONDON - Britain’s 
former Labour government 
tried to make it easier for 
Libya to seek the Lockerbie 
bomber’s release, according 
to an official report 
published on Monday 
that could stoke anger in 
Washington. 

Abdel Basset al-Megrahi 
was jailed for life for 
blowing up Pan Am Flight 
103 over Scotland in 1988. 
Scottish authorities freed 
him in August 2009 on 
compassionate grounds 
after concluding he had just 
months to live because of 


cancer. He is still alive 
The report by Britain’s 
senior civil servant, Gus 
O’Donnell, said the 
government decided British 
interests would be hurt if 
he died in a Scottish jail 
because of “the extremely 
high priority attached to 
Mr Megrahi’s return by the 
Libyans.” 

The British government 
developed a policy to help 
the Libyans make an appeal 
to the devolved Scottish 
government for Megrahi 
to be transferred under 
prisoner agreements or 


released on compassionate 
grounds, the report said. 
British Prime Minister 
David Cameron said the 
report showed there was 
no conspiracy, as some 
in the United States had 
suggested, between British 
oil giant BP, which has 
interests in Libya, the 
Scottish government and 
London to free Megrahi. 

“It was a decision taken by 
the Scottish government, 
the wrong decision, but 
their decision nevertheless,” 
Cameron told parliament. 
Cameron, who took power 
after defeating Labour in 
an election in May and has 
regularly called the release 
a mistake, promised last 
year to publish documents 
reviewing it. 

Frank Duggan, president of 
the Victims of Pan Am 103, 
a group that represents the 
families of U.S. victims, 
said he did not believe the 
report’s conclusion. 


“I think this is one more 
evidence of everyone 
pointing the finger at 
someone else for having 
made this decision,” Duggan 
told BBC television. 

U.S. senator Charles 
Schumer, a long-standing 
champion for the 
victims, said it “strained 
credulity” that the British 
government’s position was 
not well known by the 
Scottish authorities, even 
if no formal pressure was 
applied. 

“This report confirms 
what many of us have 
long suspected: the British 
government and BP wanted 
Megrahi released so that an 
oil deal being negotiated 
with Libya could go 
forward,” Schumer said. 
Megrahi was given a 
triumphant homecoming 
in Libya and is still alive 
nearly two years later, 
despite being diagnosed 
with terminal cancer in 


2008, causing anger in the 
United States because 189 
of the 270 victims were 
American. 

O’Donnell’s report found 
that there was no evidence 
that either the government 
in London or BP had 
applied pressure on the 
Scottish national authorities 
who ultimately decided to 
release Megrahi. 

However, the report 
said Prime Minister 
Gordon Brown’s Labour 
government had taken 
steps after Megrahi was 
diagnosed that made it 
easier for Libya to appeal 
for his return. 

Steps taken by London 
included ratifying a prisoner 
transfer agreement with 
Libya, explaining to Libya 
how to apply for a transfer 
under that agreement or 
for compassionate release, 
and telling the Scottish 
government there was no 
legal barrier to a transfer. □ 


Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: "From the pier to your plate!" 



Winners of Inti. LUHRS Marina Group Blue Marlin Release Tournament 2009 


ORANJESTAD- The down¬ 
town marina is home of 
Driftwood Fishing Char¬ 
ters, the successful fisher¬ 
men of the established 
seafood restaurant Drift¬ 
wood in Oranjestad. 

Driftwood owner Herby 
Merryweather has a love and 
passion for fishing. A fisher¬ 
man who knows about fish, 
what our local waters have 
to offer, and what the words 


-W/ 



"fresh seafood" really mean. 
What Herby catches will be 
served in his restaurant on 


the same day. Herby loves 
to share his fishing passion 
with the many visitors to the 
island. His fleet of a 35 ft. 
Twin Engine Bertram yacht 
and a 50 ft. Twin Engine 
Post yacht, appropriately 
called "Driftwood I and II, is 
available for charters on a 
daily basis from 8am to 


Catch your own dinner 

12 noon and from 1 pm to 
5pm. A charter includes: 
captain, mate, all fishing 
equipment, bait, sodas and 
bottled water. On a full day 
charter sandwiches and 
snacks are also included. You 
can call Herby directly at 
(297) 592 4040 or go to 
www.d riftwooda ru ba.com. 

Rates: 

$360-1/2 day 
$720- full day 
Rates per boat 
Max. 6 people 


Driftwood Restaurant 

This authentic Aruban 
seafood restaurant is located 
in characteristic downtown 
Oranjestad. Their extended 


menu has been jubled by 
many. Driftwood offers daily 
specials, as well as a delicious 
3-course menu for just $24. 



Driftwood Restaurant 

Authentic Aruban Seafood Restaurant 

Klipstraat 12, Downtown Oranjestad 
Tel: (297) 583 2515 
www.driftwoodaruba.com 

Opening hours: every day, but Tuesdays from 5pm till 7 0:30pm. 





























Vonn calls super-G her best chance for gold 


U.S. skier Lindsey Vonn, right, makes a phone call prior to a test run on the women’s Super G slope in Garmisch- 
Partenkirchen, southern Germany, Monday, Feb.7, 2011. 

Associated Press 
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SBXLVsetS 

viewership 

record 



The Vince Lombardi Trophy 
is photographed before a news 
conference with team head 
coaches at the NFL football 
Super Bowl XLV Media 
Center in Dallas, Friday, Feb. 
4, 2011. 

Associated Press 

DAVID BAUDER 
AP Television Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — For 
the second year in a row, the 
Super Bowl has set a record 
for American television 
viewing. 

The Nielsen Co. said 
Monday that an estimated 
111 million people watched 
the Green Bay Packers 
outlast the Pittsburgh 
Steelers in professional 
football’s ultimate game. 
That tops the 106.5 million 
who watched the 2010 game 
between the New Orleans 
Saints and Indianapolis 
Colts. The Super Bowl is the 
National Football League’s 
championship game and the 
biggest spectacle in U.S. 
sports. 

Continued on Page B5 
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Mark Wilson reacts after winning the Phoenix Open PGA golf tournament after sinking his birdie putt on the second 
playoff hole Monday, Feb. 7, 2011, in Scottsdale, Ariz. Wilson finished the tournament 18 under par and defeated 
second place finisher Jason Dufner. 

Associated Press 
Page B2 
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Wilson wins playoff in Phoenix Open 



Mark Wilson and his son, Lane Wilson, kiss the winner’s trophy 
after winning the Phoenix Open PGA golf tournament Monday, 
Feb. 7, 2011, in Scottsdale, Ariz. Wilson finished the tournament 
18 under par and defeated second place finisher Jason Dufner on 
the second playoff hole. 

Associated Press 


JOHN NICHOLSON 
AP Sports Writer 

SCOTTSDALE, Arizona 
(AP) — Mark Wilson won the 
frost-delayed Phoenix Open 
on Monday for his second 
victory in three starts this year, 
holing a 9-foot birdie putt on 
the second hole of a playoff 
with Jason Dufner. 

Wilson, two strokes ahead 
when play resumed Monday, 
closed with a 2-under 69 to 
match Dufner at 18 under. 
Dufner shot a 66, birdieing 
Nos. 16 and 17. 

“I’m just enjoying the ride 
here and that’s just kind of the 


way I’m going to look at the 
year here, just ride this train 
as long as I can,” Wilson said. 
“Right now, the plan is to play 
through Bay Hill, take a week 
off, get ready for the Masters.” 
The 36-year-old Wilson, who 
won the Sony Open last month 
in a 36-hole Sunday finish, 
made a 4V2-foot par putt on 
the 18th to extend the playoff 
after Dufner had tapped in 
for par. Wilson then won on 
the par-4 10th, setting up the 
deciding putt with a 7-iron 
approach from the middle of 
the fairway. 

“That was an easy putt,” 


Wilson said. “Just thankfully, 
I started it on line and knocked 
it in.” 

Dufner was facing a 7!4-foot 
par putt when Wilson ended 
the playoff. 

“Came out and made a couple 
birdies to put maybe a little 
heat on Mark, and he played 
great,” Dufner said. “Great 
two-putt on the first playoff 
hole from 70-plus feet and 
makes birdie on the next 
hole.” 

Delays for frost and frozen 
turf the first four days forced 
the Monday finish. 

Wilson earned $1,098,000 
for his fourth PGA Tour title. 
He also won the 2007 Honda 
Classic and 2009 Mayakoba 
Golf Classic. 

Martin Laird (65) and Vijay 
Singh (66) tied for third at 16 
under, and Gary Woodland 
(66), J.B. Holmes (67) and 
Nick Watney (68) followed at 
15 under. 

Third-round leader Tommy 
Gainey, a stroke back with 
two holes, closed with a 74 
to tie for eighth at 14 under. 
He made a triple bogey on 
the par-4 17th after hitting 
into the water twice on the 
driveable hole. 

Phil Mickelson tied for 29th 
at 10 under. He finished with 
consecutive 71s after getting 
into contention with opening 
rounds of 67 and 65. 

Wilson earned $1,098,000 for 


his fourth PGA Tour title. The 
former University of North 
Carolina player also won the 
2007 Honda Classic and 2009 
Mayakoba Golf Classic. 

He jumped from 91 st to 51 st in 
the world ranking — locking 
up a spot in the 64-man Match 
Play field — after finishing 
last season at No. 230. 

After resuming play Monday 
on the 13th green, Wilson 
made seven straight pars 
before holing the winning 
birdie putt. 

He nearly drove into the water 
on the left side of the 18th 
hole in regulation, but the ball 
cleared the hazard and ended 
up in a bunker. He hit a 9-iron 
approach to about 14 feet 
and two-putted to force the 
playoff. 

“I got away with a bad tee 
shot on 18, but luckily got a 
good bounce and was hoping 
I’d finish it off there,” Wilson 
said. “But the playoff was 
fun.” 

Dufner is winless on the PGA 
Tour. He also settled for par 
on the final hole of regulation 
after nearly holing out from a 
greenside bunker. 

“It’s a good start to the year,” 
Dufner said. “To be honest, 
this is a course that I never 
really thought I could compete 
on. History on this golf course 
is a lot of long-ball hitters. 
Mark and myself probably 
aren’t the longest, but we’re 


probably not the shortest. But 
to be able to compete and be 
at the top of the field for the 
week is good, so it’s definitely 
good momentum for the rest 
of the West Coast swing.” 
Martin Laird (65) and Vijay 
Singh (66) tied for third at 16 
under, and Gary Woodland 
(66), J.B. Holmes (67) and 
Nick Watney (68) followed at 
15 under. 

Third-round leader Tommy 
Gainey, a stroke back with 
two holes, closed with a 74 
to tie for eighth at 14 under. 
He made a triple bogey on 
the par-4 17th after hitting 
into the water twice on the 
driveable hole. 

“I guess I’ve just got to deal 
with it,” Gainey said. “You’ve 
got to win with class and 
you’ve got to lose with class, 
so I’m trying to deal with that 
right now.” 

On 17, his drive hit a red 
hazard stake and bounced into 
the water, though it still might 
have gone even if it didn’t 
hit the stake. After taking a 
penalty drop on the shaved 
downslope, his chip came 
up short and trickled into the 
water. 

“It was pretty bad because I 
had to drop on the sidehill,” 
Gainey said. “I was worried 
about the ball rolling back in 
the water instead of trying to 
hit the shot. I was just trying 
to get over it fast and just kind 
of get it on the green and just 
take a two-putt or whatever. 
But I was very worried about 
the ball rolling back in on a 
severe slope like that.” 

Phil Mickelson tied for 29th 
at 10 under. He finished with 
consecutive 71s after getting 
into contention with opening 
rounds of 67 and 65. 

After playing until dark 
Sunday, Wilson got to watch 
only a few minutes of his 
beloved Packers’ Super Bowl 
victory. 

“I had to wash Lane’s face 
and put his jammies on, and I 
had to eat, too,” Wilson said. 
“The chaos, with two little 
kids running around, I like the 
chaos, it’s a good distraction. 
But at that time, I want to at 
least get to watch the last 15 
minutes of this game. This 
doesn’t happen every year, the 
Packers in the Super Bowl.Q 


American serviceman will 
play with Woods in Dubai 

MICHAEL CASEY 
AP Sports Writer 

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates (AP) — An American army 
officer serving in war-torn Afghanistan has won the chance to 
play with Tiger Woods in the Dubai Desert Classic pro-am on 
Wednesday. 

Lt. Col. Michael Rowells, who has a nine handicap and is 
deployed currently with the 401st Army Field Support Brigade, 
beat 16,000 other amateur golfers in a draw ahead of the 
tournament’s traditional curtain raiser at the Emirates Golf 
Club. 

“I am thrilled and can’t believe my luck,” Rowells said in a 
statement. 

“I registered with little hope of actually being selected,” he said. 
“Miracles do happen, and I am overwhelmed with the prospect 
of playing ... with Tiger. Truly a dream come true.” 

Woods’ father Earl did two tours during the Vietnam War as a 
member of the U.S. Army Special Forces, rising to the rank of 
lieutenant colonel. It was his second tour that shaped the latter 
part of his life. 

He met Kultida Punsawad, who was working as a receptionist 



In this file photo dated Saturday, Jan. 29, 2011. Tiger Woods 
blast from a bunker during the Farmers Insurance Open golf 
tournament in San Diego, U.S.A., 

Associated Press 

in Thailand, and married her in 1969. He fought alongside Lt. 
Col. Nguyen T. Phong of the South Vietnamese army, a friend 
he nicknamed “Tiger” because of his courage and bravery. 

Earl Woods promised Tiger Phong that he would name a son 
after him.Q 
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Bruins C Savard done for season with concussion 


By JIMMY GOLEN 
AP Sports Writer Jimmy Golen 

BOSTON - Marc Savard will 
miss the rest of the season after 
he was placed on long-term 
injured reserve on Monday 
with his second concussion in 
less than a year. 

“I have a lot of feelings going 
on. I think I’m frustrated, 
mostly,” he said. “It’s tough to 
understand why this happened. 
It will take time and patience, 
those two things I don’t feel 
like I have much of.” 

Savard was injured in the 
Bruins’ Jan. 22 game against 
Colorado, when he was 
checked into the end boards’ 
glass by former teammate 
Matt Hunwick. Savard also 
sustained a concussion against 
Pittsburgh on March 7, 2010. 
He did not return until the 
second round of the playoffs 
and missed the first 23 games 


of this season. 

Bruins doctor Peter Asnis said 
it’s not clear what effect the 
previous concussion had on 
this injury. 

“As far as this hit goes, he 
sustained a concussion, and he 
likely would have whether or 
not he sustained a concussion 
last year,” Asnis said. 
“Certainly we worry about 
players who have multiple 
concussions, going forward.” 
Savard has two goals and 
eight assists in 25 games, 
and 207 goals and 499 assists 
in a 13-year career that 
also includes stops with the 
New York Rangers, Calgary 
Flames and Atlanta Thrashers. 
He signed with Boston as a 
free agent in 2006 and was 
re-signed in 2009 to a seven- 
year extension that takes him 
through the 2016-17 season. 
Savard said it was too early to 


AP men’s poll: Ohio State 
still a unanimous No. 1 

By The Associated Press 

Ohio State is a unanimous choice as the No. 1 team in The 
Associated Press Top 25 for a second straight week. 

The Buckeyes are 24-0 and the only unbeaten team. They are 
No. 1 for the fourth consecutive week and received all 65 first- 
places votes Monday from the national media panel. 

They are followed by Kansas, Texas, Pittsburgh and Duke. San 
Diego State and BYU moved up one spot to sixth and seventh. 
The next five teams are from the Big East: Notre Dame, 
Villanova, Connecticut, Georgetown and Syracuse. With 
Pittsburgh, the Big East has six of the top 12 teams and eight 
overall. 

Florida moved in at No. 17 after falling from the rankings last 
week. Temple is back in at 24. Minnesota and Washington 
dropped out.Q 

AP poll: Baylor 
women No. 1; 

IlConn edging 
closer 

By The Associated Press 
Baylor’s grip on No. 1 
is becoming looser as 
Connecticut closes the gap. 

The Lady Bears received 23 
first-place votes Monday in the 
women’s college basketball 
poll by The Associated Press. 

No. 2 Connecticut gained two 
first-place votes from last 
week. The Huskies had two 
impressive victories, routing 
then-No. 3 Duke by 36 
points and No. 9 DePaul by 
23 points. □ 


decide whether he will be able 
to return. 

“I’m not going to make any 
decision about my future 
until I get some more medical 
stuff done. I’ve just got to be 
patient going forward,” he 
said. “My agent talked to me 
a lot, and he gave me time to 
think about a lot of things. It’s 
going to be tough, especially 
watching them play.” 

Savard’s first concussion 
was the result of a check by 
Penguins forward Matt Cooke 
that led the NHL to outlaw 
blindside hits to the head. 
Savard missed the last 18 
games of the regular season 
but returned for Game 1 of the 
Eastern Conference semifinals 
against Philadelphia. 

Bruins general manager Peter 
Chiarelli said the blindside hit 
rule has helped, but he also 
thought the league should 
look at other ways to keep 
players safe, like making the 
pads softer. 

“I think we have to be careful 
with the integrity of the 
game,” he said. “But I do 
think we have to look at that.” 
The Bruins are more familiar 
than most with the effects of 
concussions. In 2008, forward 
Patrice Bergeron went out 
with a concussion and did not 
return for almost a full year. 
Savard described many of the 
same symptoms as Bergeron: 
The way he is sleepy all the 
time, and how things seem to 
move slower. 

“Sometimes you just have 
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Boston Bruins forward Marc Savard reacts during a news 
conference, Monday, Feb. 7, 2011, in Boston, where it was 
announced that he has been placed on long-term injured reserve 
and will miss the remainder of the 2010-11 season. Savard 
sustained a concussion during a hockey game against the Colorado 
Avalanche on Jan. 22, his second concussion in 10 months. 

Associated Press 


situations where you just 
don’t feel right,” Savard said. 
“It’s just an uncomfortable 
state. People see you on the 
outside and you just look 
normal. You don’t have a cast 
on or anything like that. But 
it’s tough on the inside.” 
Savard scored the winner in 
overtime on his first night back 
in the playoffs last year. But 
he did little in the rest of the 
series and was a contributor to 
a crucial too-many-men-on- 
the-ice penalty late in Game 
7 that led the series-winning 
goal as Philadelphia overcame 
a 3-0 deficit to eliminate the 
Bruins. 

Over the offseason, his 
post-concussion syndrome 
returned — including a bout 
with depression — and he 


missed 23 more games at the 
start of 2010-11. When he did 
play, he did not appear to be 
the same playmaker who led 
Boston in scoring in his only 
three healthy seasons with the 
team. 

Also Monday, the Bruins 
recalled forward Jordan Caron 
from Providence of the AHL. 
Caron has appeared in 20 
NHL games this season for 
Boston, scoring three goals 
with four assists. 

Chiarelli said he will be have 
to be more active as the trade 
deadline approaches. 

“We’re not going to be able to 
replace Marc,” Chiarelli said. 
“So we’re going to have to be 
a little more diligent.” 

The Bruins play Montreal in 
Boston on Wednesday.Q 
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Tennessee Titans hire Mike Munchak as head coach 


TERESA M. WALKER been considered the top 

AP Sports Writer candidate. 

NASHVILLE, Tennessee T hi s will be the first head 
(AP) — The Tennessee coaching job for Munchak, 
Titans have hired Mike w h 0 turns 51 in March, 
Munchak as the franchise’s w i t h the only franchise the 
16th head coach, deciding offensive line coach and 
to promote from within to Hall of Fame lineman has 
replace Jeff Fisher. ever played or worked for 

Owner Bud Adams Monday s j nce being selected eighth 
called the move a special overall by the then-Houston 
day for the franchise; oilers in 1982. 

Munchak’s becomes the General manager Mike 
first former player to coach Reinfeldt and senior 
the team. executive vice president 

“Mike has been successful Steve Underwood also 
at everything he has been interviewed offensive 
associated with at our coordinator Mike 

franchise and I have no Heimerdinger and wrapped 
reason to believe that he up interviews Friday by 
won’t be successful as our ta i k i ng to Atlanta offensive 
head coach,” Adams said coordinator Mike Mularkey 
in a statement. “He earned an d New York Giants 
Hall of Fame distinction defensive coordinator 
as a player and yearly he p en y Fewell in the same 
has been one of the best day. Saints defensive 
offensive line coaches in coordinator Gregg Williams 
the NFL. He understands declined to interview, 
where we have been and But Munchak is well 
knows where we need to respected in the franchise. 
g°- Reinfeldt, a former 

Munchak, a favorite of teammate, called Munchak 
Adams, was the first a smart football man who 
man interviewed to commands respect and 
replace Fisher and had accountability. The general 

Amir Khan 10 defend WBA 
title against McCloskey 

MANCHESTER, England KOs) and one loss. 

(AP) — Amir Khan will There had been speculation 
defend his WBA light- that Khan’s next defense 
welterweight title against would be against Victor Ortiz 
European champion Paul or Zab Judah. But he has 
McCloskey on April 16. settled for the 31-year-old 

In his first fight on home McCloskey, who is 22-0 but 
soil since 2009, the British hasn’t fought any big names, 
fighter will face the Northern “I’ve never really met him but 
Irishman at the MEN Arena in he’s meant to be a great fighter, 
Manchester. undefeated and European 

“Home is home and I love champion,” Khan said. “It’s 
fighting in England,” the going to be a big night for me. 
24-year-old Khan said “He’s a tough guy. For him, 
Monday. “Not many people it’s going to be a big fight, 
can afford to travel all the way He’ll be fighting for a world 
to America to see me fight. title. I’m giving him that 
“McCloskey’s not a pay-per- chance.” 
view fighter and he agrees But Khan is already looking 
with that.” past the bout. He wants 

Khan fought in the United to meet WBC and WBO 
States last year, defeating champion Timothy Bradley 
Paulie Malignaggi and before stepping up a division 
Marcos Maidana. He has a to fight Floyd Mayweather Jr. 
career record of 24 wins (17 “I want to unify the division in 



In this Aug. 15,2009, photo, Tennessee Titans offensive line coach Mike Munchak talks to his players 
during an NFL preseason football game against the Tampa Bay Buccaneers in Nashville, Tenn. 

Associated Press 


manager said in a statement 
he is confident Munchak 
will be successful. 

“He has seen this franchise 
from different angles as 
a player and a coach and 
has seen the team built and 
rebuilt in many different 
ways to achieve success,” 
Reinfeldt said. “His 
franchise knowledge will 
be a great asset moving 



In this Saturday, Dec. 11, 
2010 file photo Amir Khan, of 
England waits for a decision 
following his WBA super 
lightweight championship 
boxing match against Marcos 
Maidana, of Argentina, in Las 
Vegas. 

Associated Press 
the summer,” Khan said. My 
dream is to become pound for 
pound champion of the world 
and to do that I’ll have to fight 
one of them. 

“I’m a big fan of Mayweather 
but sometimes you have to 
share the ring with one of 
your heroes.”Q 


forward. This is a positive 
situation for us because 
he has a strong foundation 
built with us, but he has his 
own beliefs about how he 
wants his team to play.” 
Coming out of Penn State, 
the left guard blocked for 
fellow Hall of Famers Earl 
Campbell in a pounding 
run game to the run-and- 
shoot offense with Warren 
Moon. He played 159 
regular season games with 
the Oilers before retiring 
in 1994, and he became 
the fifth player from the 
franchise inducted into the 
Hall of Fame — the first to 
spend his entire career with 
Adams’ team. 

Munchak also had the club 
record with nine Pro Bowl 
berths during his career. 
Adams retired Munchak’s 
No. 63 in 1996, joining 
Campbell, Jim Norton 
and Elvin Bethea in rare 
company with that honor. 
He went to work almost 
immediately as a coach at 
the entry-level position as 
quality control assistant 
with the offensive staff 
through 1996. Fisher 
promoted Munchak to 
offensive line coach in 
1997, and Munchak held 
that job the past 14 seasons. 
A skilled teacher and 


technician, Munchak has 
only had the same starting 
five offensive linemen from 
one season to the next twice 
during his 14 seasons. But 
he has had four players 
earn 10 total Pro Bowl 
invitations while blocking 
for five different running 
backs in 11 1,000-yard 

seasons. 

That includes bruising 
running backs like Eddie 
George, Travis Henry 
and LenDale White to 
speedsters like Chris Brown 
and now Chris Johnson. 
Munchak’s line blocked for 
Johnson in 2009 when he 
became only the sixth man 
in NFL history to run for at 
least 2,000 yards. 

With Munchak coaching 
the offensive line, the Titans 
allowed the second fewest 
sacks in the NFL with 28.3 
sacks per season and ranked 
seventh in the league in that 
time averaging 124.5 yards 
rushing per game. 

Left tackle Michael Roos 
was a second-round pick in 
2005 and has started every 
game since being drafted. 
Munchak’s right tackle is 
David Stewart, a fourth- 
round pick in 2005, while 
center Eugene Amano was 
a seventh-round pick in 
2004.□ 










SPORTSI 85 , February 8, 2011 


Rodgers, McCarthy await the challenge to repeat 


By BARRY WILNER 
AP Pro Football Writer 

DALLAS - There’s no better 
excuse for a short night’s sleep 
than winning a Super Bowl. 

A bleary-eyed Aaron Rodgers 
glanced at the Vince Lombardi 
Trophy on Monday morning 
and talked about collecting a 
few more. So did his coach, 
Mike McCarthy. 

Rodgers led the Green Bay 
Packers to a 31-25 victory 
over the Pittsburgh Steelers 
for the storied franchise’s 
fourth Super Bowl title and 
13th NFL championship. 
Before accepting the game’s 
MVP award and a car, Rodgers 
spoke of the next goals for him 
and the team. 

“I guess I ran out of 
motivations, huh?” Rodgers 
said with a chuckle. “I always 
look for challenges. The 
challenge goes to repeating. 
We’ve got one, so now what? 
Let’s go get another one.” 
Rodgers guided the Packers to 
three straight road victories in 
the playoffs before Sunday’s 
win over Pittsburgh that made 


Green Bay the second No. 
6 seed to win a Super Bowl. 
He threw for 304 yards and 
three touchdowns against 
the Steelers’ second-ranked 
defense, and the Packers 
displayed a resilience that 
marked their season. 

Green Bay had lost 16 players 
to injured reserve heading 
into the Super Bowl, then 
defensive leader Charles 
Woodson (collarbone) and 
veteran receiver Donald 
Driver (ankle) went down 
Sunday. 

The ability to rally when faced 
with adversity will serve the 
Packers well as they defend 
their first title since the 1996 
season. “I think the core and 
nucleus of this team is intact 
to make a run like this for a 
few years,” Rodgers said. 
McCarthy, who along 
with general manager Ted 
Thompson built these Packers, 
agreed with the quarterback 
he bypassed in the 2005 draft 
while the offensive coordinator 
in San Francisco — something 
Rodgers frequently reminds 


VIEWERSHIP 

Continued from Page B1 

The series finale of “M-A-S-H” had held 

the title of the most-watched TV show in the 

United States for 27 years. It is now No. 3. 

Fox had the advantage of a game between 
two of the National Football League’s iconic 
franchises and, even though it looked like it 
could be a rout when the Packers took a 21-3 
lead, it went down to the final minute and held 
viewers’ interest. 

In fact, the most-watched single play of 
the game was Steelers quarterback Ben 
Roethlisberger’s final incomplete pass to Mike 
Wallace with about a minute to go, according 
to measurements by TiVo Inc., the digital video 
recorder maker. When that pass hit the ground, 
it clinched the game for Green Bay. 

The five most-watched events in U.S. TV 
history are now “M-A-S-H” (seen by just under 
106 million people on Feb. 28, 1983) and the 
last four Super Bowls, Nielsen said. 

Television ratings in general have been super 
for the NFL this year, with viewership up 13 
percent over last year, Nielsen said. Games 
on CBS, Fox and NBC averaged 20 million 
viewers, more than twice what networks get for 
their prime-time programming. 

“Super Bowl XLV caps what is arguably the 
most successful season that any sports league 
has ever had,” said Pat McDonough, senior 
vice president for insight and analysis at the 
Nielsen Co. “The number of people watching 
NFL games has never been higher, with 24 
percent more people watching the average 
NFL game this year than just five years ago. 


the coach about. 

“This is an excellent football 
team I feel will grow and 
get better,” said McCarthy, 
who carried the Lombardi 
Trophy in one hand into a 
conference room. “You give 
a good message that it’s about 
the team and growth and 
development.” 

And confidence. McCarthy 
had so much faith in his team 
that he fitted the players 
for championship rings the 
night before the Super Bowl. 
Rodgers missed that, however, 
saying he was taking a shower. 
Somehow, he’ll probably get 
his ring size measured. 

“We’ve talked to the football 
team about being real confident 
and this was an opportunity to 
express that,” McCarthy said. 
“The measurement of rings 
would have a significant effect 
on the team the night before 
the game.” 

Rodgers and McCarthy have 
a solid relationship, certainly 
stronger than coach and 
quarterback shared when 
Brett Favre was taking snaps 

The Super Bowl continues to be in a category 
of its own.” 

Football has become the communal event that 
television, in a splintered competitive world 
of dozens of networks, rarely provides outside 
of “American Idol” or the Oscars. Compelling 
story lines for the games and the growth in 
high-definition television help make the games 
compelling for viewers. The games also tend 
to be DVR-proof, with viewers wanting to see 
them live. 

Traditions that have built around the game itself 
make the Super Bowl compelling to non-sports 
fans. Christina Aguilera’s goof on the National 
Anthem, the Black-Eyed Peas halftime show 
and the dozens of commercials that companies 
debut on TV’s biggest stage were water-cooler 
discussion topics along with the game on 
Monday. 

Fox’s “Glee” took advantage of the time slot 
directly after the game, reaching 26.8 million 
viewers for its special episode. It was the most- 
watched scripted entertainment program on TV 
since Fox’s “House” aired after the Super Bowl 
three years ago, Nielsen said. 

TiVo also judged the Snickers commercial 
featuring Richard Lewis and Roseanne Barr to 
be the top-rated commercial of the telecast. The 
company determines that through a calculation 
that takes in viewership and how many times 
people rewind their DVRs to watch the ad. 
Second place was Best Buy’s ad with Justin 
Bieber and Ozzy Osbourne. 

“Funny ads made it to the top,” said Tara Maitra, 
TiVo’s vice president and general manager for 
audience research and advertising sales.□ 



Super Bowl XLV MVP Green Bay Packers’Aaron Rodgers holds 
his trophy during a news conference Monday, Feb. 7, 2011, in 
Dallas. The Packers defeated the Pittsburgh Steelers 31-25 to win 
the NFL football Super Bowl XLV football game. 

Associated Press 


in McCarthy’s first two years 
with the Packers. Rodgers 
jokes that he still carries a 
grudge for not being drafted 
by the 49ers — Rodgers was 
a college star at Cal and grew 
up a Niners fan — but he’s 
thankful to be working with 
an offense-minded coach with 
a keen eye for talent. 

And Rodgers is over having 
to sit for three seasons behind 
Favre before getting a chance 
to start. 


“That’s kind of been my 
career journey, waiting for 
opportunities and then making 
the most of it,” Rodgers said. 
“Mike is a players’ coach. 
He thinks there’s a negative 
connotation to that, but to me 
it means he allows input from 
his players. He allows input 
in the schedule and the way 
we do things and he sets up a 
routine that allows players to 
be successful, and allowing 
the coaches to coach. ”□ 
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Packers find way to win without Woodson and Driver 



Green Bay Packers’ Charles Woodson holds up the Vince 
Lombardi Trophy while celebrating the Packers’ 31-25 win 
against the Pittsburgh Steelers after the NFL football Super Bowl 
XLV game on Sunday, Feb. 6, 2011, in Arlington, Texas. 

Associated Press 


CHRIS JENKINS 
AP Sports Writer 

ARLINGTON, Texas (AP) 
— The Green Bay Packers 
had to play defense without 
cornerback Charles Woodson. 
Their wide receivers couldn’t 
seem to hold onto the ball 
with veteran receiver Donald 
Driver also sidelined by an 
injury. 

Somehow, they found a way 
to win. 

“It was the great resolve of our 


football team,” Packers coach 
Mike McCarthy said. “We had 
some practice with some guys 
going down and other players 
stepping up. It was a very 
emotional halftime for our 
football team. We had some 
bumps in the third quarter but 
just a tremendous effort and 
Coach Lombardi’s trophy is 
finally going back home.” 
Green Bay’s 31-25 win over 
the Pittsburgh Steelers on 
Sunday was a fitting end to the 


season for a team that found 
a way to get there despite 
having 16 players, including 
six starters, on injured reserve. 
With Woodson sidelined, Clay 
Matthews forced a critical 
fumble at the beginning of 
the fourth quarter. Then Jordy 
Nelson made up for some 
dropped passes by putting the 
Packers in position to score 
with a big catch, and Greg 
Jennings caught what would 
end up being the decisive 
touchdown. 

The Steelers came back with 
a touchdown and two-point 
conversion to cut the lead to 
28-25, but Aaron Rodgers’ big 
plays to Jennings and James 
Jones allowed the Packers to 
kick a field goal. The Steelers 
couldn’t rally in the final two 
minutes, and the Packers’ 
bench erupted in celebration. 
Things weren’t looking so 
good to begin the second half. 
The Packers were leading 21- 
10 at halftime — but would 
their defense be able to hold 
without Woodson? And could 
Rodgers give the defense 
some breathing room? 

Driver had hurt his ankle, 
and Woodson had hurt his 
collarbone. Neither would 


CARIBBEAN SPEED PRINTERS N.V. 

KvK: 9738 | Tax ID: 307048 Weststraat 22, Oranjestad, Aruba 



Caribbean Speed Printers N.V. 


Ta Busca 


Pa su Departamento di Imprenta: 

Un Web Press Helper 

Rekisitonan ta: 

• Tin conocimento technico-basico di automonteur; 

• Dispuesto pa sina y cumpli cu proceduranan general di 
imprenta; 

• Tin abilidad di tuma iniciativa y tin energia positivo; 

• Mester ta dispuesto pa traha independiente y ta balente; 

• Mester ta responsabel y dispuesto pa traha den grupo; 

• Mester ta dispuesto pa traha orario flexibel; 

• Mester tin minimo EPB of ensenansa equivalente; 

• Mester tin un declaracion di bon conducta; 

Nos ta ofrece un salario y condicionnan di trabao atractivo, un ambiente di 
trabao stabil, y posibilidad pa crece hunto cu e compania. 

Si bo ta cumpli cu e rekisitonan menshona y bo ta interesa pa jena un 
formulario di aplicacion, I.D. na: Weststraat #22, 

(Edificio Bon Dia Aruba) di 8:30 mainta pa 4:30 atardi, di Dialuna pa 
Diabierna. 


return. 

“We’ve been a team that’s 
overcome adversity all year,” 
Jennings said amid a jubilant 
celebration on the field at 
Cowboys Stadium. “Our head 
captain goes down, emotional 
in the locker room. Our No. 
1 receiver goes down, more 
emotions are going, flying in 
the locker room. But we find a 
way to bottle it up and exert it 
all out here on the field.” 

The Packers needed Rodgers 
to put together some sustained 
drives to give them time to 
regroup on the sideline in the 
second half. Rodgers initially 
couldn’t deliver, although he 
certainly could have used a 
little more help from his wide 
receivers. 

Jones hobbled what could have 
become an easy touchdown on 
the Packers’ first possession 
of the second half — another 
critical drop for the talented 
but inconsistent receiver. 
Nelson made a nice catch for 
a 29-yard touchdown for the 
Packers in the first quarter, but 
he also had a couple of critical 
dropped passes. 

With Driver out, backup wide 
receiver Brett Swain then 
dropped what would have 
been a big completion near 
the end of the first quarter. 
McCarthy challenged the 
play, but the call on the field 
was upheld and the Packers 
had to punt. 

But the Packers forced a 
fumble to start the fourth 
quarter, and Rodgers made the 
most of it. 

“Got to give credit to our 


defense,” Rodgers said. “This 
is a great group of men that 
we put together here, a lot of 
character, been through a lot 
together. It’s just great to be 
able to share it with them.” 
Nelson had another drop early 
in the fourth quarter but made 
up for it right away, with a 
long catch-and-run to give 
the Packers first and goal. 
Rodgers found Jennings for 
an 8-yard touchdown pass two 
plays later, and the Packers 
took a 28-17 lead with 11:57 
left in the game. 

The Steelers answered with 
Ben Roethlisberger’s 25- 
yard touchdown pass to Mike 
Wallace, then flipped the ball 
on an option-style play to 
Antwaan Randle El for a two- 
point conversion to cut the 
Packers’ lead to 28-25 with 
7:34 left. 

Rodgers then hit a couple of 
long passes, but the Packers 
had to settle for a 23-yard 
field goal by Mason Crosby 
to make the score 31-25 with 
2:07 remaining. 

The Steelers couldn’t rally 
from there, and the Packers 
were champions again, ready 
to celebrate with green-and- 
gold clad fans who made the 
trip to Texas, where they were 
unfazed by the surprising 
snow. They might even have 
felt right at home. 

“We have the best fans in the 
league and we couldn’t have 
done it without you,” team 
president Mark Murphy said. 
“The Vince Lombardi trophy 
is coming back to Green 
Bay.’Q 


Marvel, NBA teaming up to 
blend comics, athletics 

MATT MOORE 
Associated Press 

PHILADELPHIA - What’s big, green and has a history of being 
unstoppable? The incredible Hulk and the NBA’s Boston Celtics. 
Which is why Marvel Entertainment LLC and the National 
Basketball Association are launching a new line of clothing, 
including caps, T-shirts and sweat shirts, at the upcoming NBA 
All-Star game later this month. The line pairs famous super 
heroes with famous NBA teams, including Spider-Man and the 
Knicks, and features other heroes from Thor to Captain America 
and Iron Man dressed in NBA team colors. 

The super-hero-inspired line will ultimately be sold nationwide in 
an array of NBA cities, as well as online and in traditional stores. 
Lisa Piken, senior director of appareling for the NBA, said the 
company’s history of comics “gears toward children and young 
kids, and we like that as well, particularly the teamwork and 
having superpowers (and) we can tie that back to how our players 
are.”Q 



















Vonn calls super- 


ANDREW DAMPF 
AP Sports Writer 
G A R M I S C H - 
PARTENKIRCHEN, 
Germany (AP) — Lindsey 
Vonn says it herself: she’s 
better in super-G than 
downhill. 

While known for her exploits 
in downhill — the event she 
won gold in at last year’s 
Vancouver Olympics — the 
more technical discipline 
of super-G has suited the 
American better lately. 
“Downhill is my favorite, 
but super-G is probably my 
strongest chance,” Vonn said, 
looking ahead to the women’s 
super-G that opens the world 
championships Tuesday. 
“Super-G has a lot to do with 
confidence and when I have 
the confidence I drive the ski 
and I’m aggressive and that’s 
what you need in super-G and 
I feel I have it.” 

In a streak stretching back 
two years, Vonn has made the 
podium in her last 19 super- 
G’s, winning 13 of them — 
including the super-G at the 
last worlds in Val d’lsere, 
France, two years ago. 

One of the few races she didn’t 
win came at the Olympics, 
after which her husband and 
chief adviser Thomas accused 
the Austrian coach Juergen 
Kriechbaum, who set the 
course, of deliberately putting 
down a layout to slow Vonn. 
Austria’s Andrea Fischbacher 
won the Olympic race, Tina 


Maze of Slovenia took silver 
and Vonn settled for bronze. 
Troubling for Vonn, 
Kriechbaum has also been 
selected to set the super-G at 
these championships under a 
weighted draw that favors the 
top skiers in the discipline. 
“Of course I would rather it 
have been my coaches, but 
that’s the luck of the draw,” 
Vonn said. “Every course- 
setter sets for their girls. The 
Austrians have set already 
this year and they set a good 
course. I think all the courses 
this year have been good.” 
Vonn has won three of the 
four super-G’s this season, 
with Swiss teenager Lara Gut 
taking the other. 

Vonn’s biggest obstacle might 
not be the course, but her body. 
She suffered a concussion in 
a training fall last week and 
her left knee is still strained 
from a strenuous recovery in 
a downhill last month. 

Of course, injuries are nothing 
new for Vonn, who raced 
through a severely bruised 
shin at the Olympics. 

“I am always battered and 
bruised at the end, but it’s 
knowing how you fight 
through injuries and setbacks 
that make you what you 
are,” she said. “I never give 
up anything, I always fight 
through the end.” 

Vonn holds a 151-point lead 
over her good friend and rival 
Maria Riesch in the super-G 



Spanish Tennis Player Rafael Nadal arrives for the Laureus 
Awards in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates Monday Feb. 7, 
2011. Rafael Nadal and Lindsey Vonn won this year’s individual 
Laureus Sports Awards on Monday, with Spain’s World Cup 
champions taking the team prize. 

Associated Press 

MICHAEL CASEY Lindsey Vonn won this year’s 

AP Sports Writer individual Laureus Sports 

ABU DHABI, United Arab Awards on Monday, with 
Emirates (AP) — Rafael Nadal Spain’s World Cup winners 
and Olympic skiing champion taking the team prize. 
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G her best chance lor gold 
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Lindsey Vonn, of the United States, speeds down the course during the first run of an alpine ski, 
World Cup women’s giant slalom, in Arber-Zwiesel, Germany, Sunday, Feb. 6, 2011. Defending 
champion Vonn finished outside the top 10. 

Associated Press 


standings. While Riesch has 
finished second twice in 
super-G this season, she hasn’t 
won a race in the discipline in 
more than three years 
“Super-G is still the one 
discipline I struggle in a 
little,” said Riesch, who is 
from Garmisch. 

While Gut won two silver 
medals at the last worlds, 
the 19-year-old missed all of 
last season with a dislocated 
right hip. She announced her 
full recovery with a super-G 
win in Zauchensee, Austria, 
last month, and finished third 


behind Vonn and Riesch 
in the super-G in Cortina 
d’Ampezzo, Italy, a couple 
weeks ago. 

“Super-G is something about 
instinct, and you just have 
to feel your skis and say, 
‘Here I can ski or not,”’ said 
Gut, referring to the fact that 
there are no training runs 
for super-G, only a brief 
inspection. “In downhill you 
can try it and after two training 
runs you know how to ski it.” 
Vonn’s American teammate 
Julia Mancuso has also had 
a decent season in super-G, 


recording one third- and two 
fourth-place finishes. 

There is also a trio of Austrian 
challengers: F ischbacher, 

Anna Fenninger and Elisabeth 
Goergl. 

And then there’s Swedish 
veteran Anja Paerson, who 
skipped the weekend’s races 
in Zwiesel to concentrate on 
her training for the worlds. 
Paerson won the super-G at 
her home worlds at Are in 
2007 and she has been rejoined 
here by her father Anders, who 
until this season was her full¬ 
time coach. □ 


Rafael Nadal, Lindsey Vonn 
win 2011 laureus awards 


The No. 1-ranked Nadal — 
winner of three Grand Slam 
tennis titles in 2010 — was 
named sportsman of the year, 
beating nominees including 
Los Angeles Lakers star Kobe 
Bryant, Filipino boxer Manny 
Pacquiao and Barcelona 
footballers Andres Iniesta and 
Lionel Messi. 

Vonn, winner of the women’s 
downhill at the Vancouver 
Games and a third consecutive 
overall World Cup title, took 
the sportswoman’s award. 
High jumper Blanka Vlasic and 
tennis players Serena Williams, 
Kim Clijsters and Caroline 
Wozniacki were among the 


other nominees. 

French football great Zinedine 
Zidane won the lifetime 
achievement award and 
American surfer Kelly Slater 
was the action sportsperson 
of the year. Italy’s seven-time 
motorcycling world champion 
Valentino Rossi took the 
comeback of the year award 
after he returned to MotoGP just 
41 days after breaking his leg. 
PGA champion Martin Kaymer, 
currently ranked No. 2 in the 
world, won the Breakthrough 
of the Year Award. 

“That is pretty cool. This trophy, 
this award,” said Kaymer, who 
won this year’s Abu Dhabi 


Championship. “Every time 
I come to Abu Dhabi, it’s 
fantastic. Here is pretty much 
where everything started for 
me. In 2008, I had my first 
European Tour win.” 

Kaymer paid tribute to his 
brother and sometime caddie, 
Philip, calling him “the most 
important person in my life.” 
The victorious European Ryder 
Cup team won the Spirit of 
Sport Award. Accepting the 
award was captain Colin 
Montgomerie, who dedicated 
it to Seve Ballesteros, the five¬ 
time major winner and former 
No. 1 who has been suffering 
from a brain tumor. Q 
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Oil falls to below $89 amid 
mixed US jobs data 



SINGAPORE - Oil prices fell to below $89 
a barrel Monday in Asia as traders mulled 
mixed signals from the U.S. jobs market 
about economic growth and crude demand. 
Benchmark crude for March delivery was 
down 23 cents at $88.80 a barrel at late 
afternoon Singapore time in electronic trading 
on the New York Mercantile Exchange. The 
contract lost $1.51 to settle at $89.03 on 
Friday. 

In London, Brent crude gained 23 cents to 
$ 100.06 a barrel on the ICE Futures exchange. 
The Labor Department said the unemployment 
rate dropped to 9 percent in January, the lowest 
rate since April 2009 and a sharp fall from 
9.4 percent in December. Economists had 
expected the rate would rise to 9.5 percent. 
However, the government also said that just 
36,000 new jobs were created last month, the 
fewest in four months.Traders are also closely 
watching developments in Egypt, where 


government officials met Sunday with some 
opposition leaders, including the outlawed 
Muslim Brotherhood, in an effort to negotiate 
an end to nearly two weeks of chaotic protests. 
Shipping through Egypt’s Suez Canal has 
not been disrupted, but investors are also 
concerned political instability could spread to 
oil rich countries in the Middle East. 

“Given the phenomenal recovery in (2010 
global oil) demand, price breakouts due 
to geopolitical reasons have become more 
likely,” Barclays Capital said in a report. 
“That means that geopolitics was always 
likely to re-establish itself in 2011 as a major 
component of the oil market.” 

In other Nymex trading in February contracts, 
heating oil rose 0.9 cent to $2.73 a gallon and 
gasoline gained 1.5 cents to $2.45 a gallon. 
Natural gas futures for March delivery were 
down 6.8 cents at $4.24 per 1,000 cubic 
feet.Q 



Wall Street extends gains on M&A, earnings 

York Stock Exchange. 


NEW YORK - The Dow and 
S&P 500 advanced to their 
highest levels since June 
2008 on Monday as a flurry 
of merger news and solid 
earnings sparked broad gains. 
Buying accelerated after the 


S&P 500 broke through the 
high end of its recent range, 
suggesting Wall Street has the 
strength to move the market 
higher. 

Almost three stocks rose for 
every one that fell on the New 


“A lot of analysts are saying 
that we need a correction 
before we can move higher, 
but I think there’s still room 
to grow,” said Ron Kiddoo, 
chief investment officer at 
Cozad Asset Management in 
Champaign, Illinois, which 
has $700 million in assets 
under management. 
Diversified industrial 

company Danaher Corp 
(DHR.N) agreed to buy 
medical diagnostics company 
Beckman Coulter Inc (BEC.N) 
for about $6.8 billion. Oil 
driller EnsCo Pic (ESV.N) 
said it would buy Pride 
International Inc (PDE.N) for 
about $7.3 billion.Q 




Trichet warns against forced losses on sovereign bonds 


BRUSSELS -The head of 
the European body tasked 
with tackling risks to the 
financial system warned 
European Union lawmakers 
Monday that forcing 
investors to take losses by 
restructuring national debt 
they now hold would reward 
speculators. 

Such losses were not part of 
rescue programmes agreed 
to in bailouts for Greece 
and Ireland and should not 
be applied after the fact, 
said Jean-Claude Trichet, 
who spoke as chairman 
of the European Systemic 
Risk Board before the EU 
Parliament’s Committee on 
Economic and Monetary 
Affairs. 

Trichet, also head of the 
European Central Bank, was 



responding to a question over so- 
called haircuts, essentially losses 
taken by investors if a country 
defaults on its debt, meaning that 
the bonds it has issued are repaid at 
less than full value. 

Some lawmakers have called for 
such haircuts to ensure that banks 


share in losses that have been 
borne so far mainly by taxpayers. 
The rescue packages agreed for 
heavily-indebted Greece and 
Ireland have already been approved 
by the EU, the International 
Monetary Fund and others, Trichet 
said and “the message is very simple 


apply the programme as has 
been done all over the world 
in many, many cases.” 

Not doing so would reward 
speculators who sell a 
country’s bonds a process 
known as going short with 
the intention of buying 
them back later at a cheaper 
prices and pocketing the 
difference, the ESRB 
chairman said. 

“Modem markets are made 
of investors that are long 
(buyers) and investors that 
are short (sellers),” Trichet 
explained. 

“The investors that are long, 
private sector investors, are 
losing money when you 
practice this haircut you 
have mentioned. Those 
investors that are short are 
making money.’Q 



WASHINGTON - U.S. regulators on Monday made their most 
forceful attempt yet to clamp down bank bonuses since the 2007- 
2009 financial crisis, but the proposals pale in comparison to harsher 
restrictions already set in Europe. 

The Federal Deposit Insurance Corp proposed that executives at the 
largest financial institutions have half of their bonuses deferred for 
at least three years. 

Yet the U.S. plan is markedly softer than the European Union, which 
in December set guidelines that top bankers be limited to receiving 
20 percent of their annual bonuses upfront in cash, with some 
exceptions. 

Massive cash payouts that reward bank executives and traders for 
short-term returns, without regard to long-term risk, have been 
blamed by international regulators as a factor in the recent financial 
crisis. 

The FDIC plan responds to both the Dodd-Frank financial overhaul 
law of 2010 that directed regulators to curb pay plans that encourage 
excessive risk-taking and principles agreed in 2009 by the world’s 


Big U.S. banks face 
delayed bonuses 

group of 20 leading economies (G20). 

Many Wall Street firms have already spread out their bonus payments 
in response to the impending mles. 

“This has all been kind of baked into people’s plans and thinking 
today,” said Alan Johnson of the compensation consulting firm 
Johnson Associates, about the FDIC’s proposal. 

But there are signs that in both the United States and Europe that 
there is upward creep in total compensation figures that offsets the 
curbs. Goldman Sachs Group revealed last month that it tripled Chief 
Executive Lloyd Blankfein’s base salary and awarded him $12.6 
million of stock, even after the bank’s net income plunged last year. 
And earlier this month, Citigroup’s board approved a base salary of 
$1.75 million for CEO Vikram Pandit. Pandit had vowed in 2009 to 
receive an annual salary of $1 until Citigroup returned to sustained 
profitability. 

In Britain, banks such as HSBC and Barclays have raised the fixed 
part of bank pay in what they say is an essential move to retain staff. 

GLOBAL VARIATIONS 

The FDIC’s proposal would tackle pay for top executives at financial 
companies with $50 billion or more in assets such as Bank of America 
Corp, JPMorgan Chase & Co, Goldman Sachs and Morgan Stanley. 
How much of the deferred pay an executive could receive would be 
tied to the performance of the company based on decisions made by 
the executive during the period covered. 

The FDIC’s proposal is just a first step that must be approved by other 
U.S. financial regulators, such as the Federal Reserve and Securities 
and Exchange Commission, before being finalized. It is unclear when 
the other regulators will act.Q 
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Working class hero Lula 


says capitalism is dead 


DAKAR, Senegal - Brazil’s first working 
class president and an icon of the 
downtrodden said Monday that the global 
financial crisis proves capitalism is broken. 
Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva also said it was 
time for affluent countries to begin paying 
attention to nations like Senegal, ranked as 
one of the world’s poorest. 

“For too long, rich countries saw us as 
peripheral, problematic, even dangerous,” 
said Silva, who stepped down last year 
with one of the highest approval ratings 
in his country’s history, “Today we are an 
essential, undeniable part of the solution to 
the biggest crisis of the last decade a crisis 
that was not created by us, but that emerged 
from the great centers of world capitalism.” 
His speech marked the second day of the 
six-day World Social Forum, an annual 
counterpunch to the World Economic 
Forum in Davos, Switzerland. 

While the latter draws CEOs who sleep in 
four-star hotels and take turns on the Swiss 
slopes, the participants in the World Social 
Forum are happy to camp on the sides of 
roads or sleep with locals in order to take 
part in the yearly anti-capitalist gathering. 
Instead of suits, they arrive wearing tie-die 
shirts and trousers of organic cotton, like 
Lula who addressed the cheering crowd 
in an informal white shirt. Presentations 
are frequently ad lib, including a fiery 
impromptu speech by Bolivian President 
Evo Morales on Sunday who told the 
assembled crowd that capitalism was in its 
death throes. 

“We can see it with the global financial 
crisis. We can see it with climate change 
and global warming,” said Morales, who in 
2005 became the first leader to be elected 
from Bolivia’s indigenous majority. “The 


capitalism of today is a capitalism that no 
longer produces but just consumes.” 

The weeklong conference, which has 
drawn some 30,000 participants from 123 
countries, aims to create “open space” for 
debate on subjects ranging from “the crisis 
of capitalism” to the African Diaspora. 
Many participants pointed out that the event 
is also taking place at a same time of change 
in Africa. 

“If you look across the democratization 
struggle in Egypt and Tunisia and the 
challenges in Ivory Coast and Zimbabwe, 
it is very important for people to express 
their views and indicate that there is a ruling 
elite, a very small group of people who are 
holding us hostage,” said Zimbabwean 
journalist and participant Thomas Deves. 
Nilza Iraci, a member of the forum’s 
international organizing committee, says 
that in the early years, the forum attempted 
to bridge the gap with Davos. They held a 
teleconference with members of the Davos 
conference in an attempt to exchange ideas. 
Critics of the forum say it has not effected 
real change in the 11 years since it started. 
Iraci says the event is not meant to effect 
change, but rather to create a space to 
network and to share ideas for a new world. 
The opening march included a delegation of 
women from Senegal’s provinces who had 
made their way to Dakar to try to lobby for 
land rights. 

In the oceanlike crowd, they ran into Liv 
Sovik, a communications professor at a 
school in Rio de Janeiro. She helped the 
women connect with a leader of the land 
rights movement that was also at the march, 
she said. 

“It’s like a trade fair. You meet to make 
connections,” said Sovik. □ 
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Ken and Barbie’s fate put to Facebook vote 


ad effort with 
Huffington Post 

AOL Inc., once the king of 
dial-up Internet access known 
for its ubiquitous CDs and 
“You’ve got mail” greeting 
in its inboxes, is stepping up 
its efforts in news and online 
advertising with a $315 
million deal to buy news hub 
Huffington Post. 

The acquisition announced 
Monday is among the most 
aggressive strategic moves 
engineered by AOL CEO 
Tim Armstrong in an effort to 
reshape a fallen Internet icon. 
Perhaps just as important 
as picking up a news site 
that ranks as one of the 
top 10 current events and 
global news sites, AOL will 
be adding Huffington Post 
co-founder and media star 
Arianna Huffington to its 
management team. 

After the acquisition closes 
later this year, Huffington 
will run AOL’s growing array 
of content, which includes 
popular technology sites 
Engadget and TechCrunch, 
local news sites Patch.com 
and online mapping service 
Mapquest. 

The price that AOL is paying 
is “really just the hiring fee to 
get Arianna,” said technology 
analyst Rob Enderle. “This is 
one of those out-of-left-field 
moves that actually makes a 
lot of sense. This could put 
AOL back on the map.” 
Putting Arianna Huffington 
into a position of power 
could also eventually threaten 
Armstrong’s job security if 
AOL still struggles, Enderle 
said. In a blog post about 
the deal, Arianna Huffington 
praised Armstrong’s vision 
for AOL and said they were 
on the same page as they 
discussed their ambitions for 
online news. □ 


WASHINGTON - Facebook 
users are being asked to 
vote on whether one of the 
most iconic US couples ever 
should be reunited after a 
seven-year split. Barbie and 
Ken, two half-century-old 
dolls marketed by the world’s 
biggest toy company, Mattel, 
split on Valentine’s Day 2004 
after 43 years together, and 
now the public is being asked 
to weigh in on their future. 
After the big break-up, Barbie 
began a dalliance with an 
Australian surfer dude-doll 
called Blaine. 

The new era ended “several 
low-key, behind-the-scenes 


years” for Ken, who dumped 
his role as Barbie’s sidekick 
and “stepped out in a big way,” 
Mattel says on the Facebook 
page for the two dolls. 

Ken went on to win critical 
acclaim for his role in Toy 
Story 3, and also made 
appearances at Fashion Week 
in New York, the page says. 
But even as he revelled in his 
new-found celebrity, Ken’s 
aim was always to win back 
Barbie, Mattel says. 

Now, fans of the two dolls, who 
have retained their youthful 
good looks and seamlessly 
changed with the times, can 
vote on either doll’s Facebook 


page or on barbieandken.com 
on whether they should get 
back together. 

There was no word Monday 
on how the poll was going or 


what Blaine’s fate would be if 
Barbie goes back to Ken, who 
aims to win back Barbie by 
Valentine’s Day in a week’s 
time.Q 


Pea’s william says cell service stopped tweets 


ARLINGTON, Texas - The Black Eyed 
Peas’ will.i.am said his attempt to tweet 
during the band’s halftime Super Bowl 
performance Sunday was thwarted after 
he discovered his cell phone had no 
service. His Twitter handle was silent 
until after the game, when he sent out 
a series of tweets beginning with: “Att 
crashed ahhhh!!!! The worse.” 

An AT&T spokesperson did not 
immediately comment to The Associated 
Press on Sunday night. 

He said in an interview after the 
performance that his favorite moment 


of the halftime show was when the band 
took the stage by being lowered from the 
ceiling. 

“We were getting beamed down like we 
came from another planet,” he said. 

The band sang hits including the party 
anthem “I Gotta Feeling,” “Pump It” 
and “Boom Boom Pow.” They were also 
joined on stage for brief appearances by 
former Guns 'N Roses guitarist Slash 
and Usher. 

The Peas’ frontman, will.i.am, sent 
several tweets before the show, including 
one that said, “My butterflys are flying 


around like crazy.” After lamenting the 
cell service during halftime, will.i.am 
started tweeting again. One message 
said, “That was so freakin sick wow !!!” 
“I’m feeling like I’m on top of the 
world,” he said after the performance. 

“It was fresh man,” he said. “It felt like 
cinematic.” 

He said performing the show with his 
fellow band members Fergie, Taboo and 
apl.de.ap was an emotional experience. 
“Playing this show just showed what 
you can do when you believe in a team,” 
will.i.am said. □ 


Best Buy launches electronics ’Buy Back’ program 



NEW YORK-Timing is everything when shopping for gadgets. 
That’s because there’s always a possibility that a new version of 
the smart phone, tablet or other electronic gear will be released 
soon after you make a purchase. 

To allay such fears, Best Buy Inc. launched its new “Buy Back” 
program in a Super Bowl ad featuring aging heavy metal star 
Ozzy Osbourne and teen pop sensation Justin Bieber. Under 
the program, the electronics retailer agrees to buy back certain 
products within a limited time. Customers can get a partial 
refund based on how quickly they return the item. 

How It Works 

Best Buy is touting its buyback plan as a way to “future proof’” 
purchases. But it comes with costs and catches you should 
examine carefully. 

For now, the buyback plan is free. But after Feb. 12, here’s what 
it will cost: 


Laptops, netbooks and tablets: $69.99. 

Mobile phones: $39.99 to $59.99 depending on the price 
TVs: $59.99 to $349.99 depending on the price 
And depending on when the item is returned, here’s how much 
of the purchase price customers get back: 

Within 6 months — up to 50 percent 
Between 6 and 12 months — up to 40 percent 
Between 12 and 18 months — up to 30 percent 
Between 18 and 24 months — up to 20 percent 
Between 24 and 48 months (only TVs are eligible) — up to 10 
percent 

So to obtain buyback protection for a $600 iPad, customers 
would pay $69.99. If it’s returned in less than six months, they 
would get $300 back. If they returned it in six months to a year, 
they’d get $240 back, and so on. 

For mobile phones, the amount refunded is based on the retail 
value of the phone, even if the customer paid a special discount 
price. 

What To Watch 

It’s worth noting that the refunds aren’t made in cash, but are 
issued on Best Buy gift cards. To get the maximum buy back 
amount listed, customers also need to return the item in good 
condition with all of the accessories it came with. Otherwise the 
refund may be reduced or even denied. 

That said, products can be returned for any reason. So even if 
customers aren’t coveting a new upgrade, Best Buy will take 
the item off their hands. 

And if the item is returned within Best Buy’s standard return 
policy window, it’s also possible to get a refund of the buyback 
plan purchase too.Q 
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Ricky Martin becomes a hero for latino nays 


NEW YORK - It’s been 
almost a year since Ricky 
Martin announced to the world 
he was gay, but among many 
gay Latinos, a community that 
has lived in obscurity for fear 
of harassment or rejection, 
his message is still making an 
impact. 

“Today I ACCEPT MY 
HOMOSEXUALITY as a gift 
that gives me life,” Martin 
wrote last March in an open 
letter to his fans, after refusing 
to speak about his sexual 
orientation for years. “I feel 
blessed to be who lam!” 

“By hiding, he validated 
millions of closeted gays’ 
that homosexuality is not 
honorable,” Daniel Shoer 
Roth, a Venezuelan columnist 
of the Miami Herald who is 
gay, told The Associated Press 
recently. 

“In the gay community we 
have always known that Ricky 
Martin is one of us,” he added. 
“Because he is an idol, Ricky 
has paved the way so these 
gays now say, Tf he could do 
it, so can I.’” 

The revelation of the 
Puerto Rican singer and 
activist, whose album 
“Music+Soul+Sex” came out 
last week, has had positive 
effects for the Latino gay 
community and the society 
in general, according to 


advocates for the gay, lesbian 
and transgender community. 
“The example of Ricky 
Martin as citizen of the 
world, humanitarian, father, 
intelligent person, is a good 
example for those who have 
obvious stereotypes and also 
for those who don’t have 
prejudice but have ideas that 
may act as barriers in the lives 
of lesbians, gays, bisexuals and 
transgenders (LGBT),” said 
Jarrett Barrios, president of 
GLAAD (The Gay & Lesbian 
Alliance Against Defamation). 
“Ideas like 4 a gay man is good 
to water my flowers at home 
but not for business’ limit the 
opportunities for the LGBT 
community.” 

Pedro Julio Serrano, 
communications manager 
of the National Gay and 
Lesbian Task Lorce, says 
that “when Ricky made the 
announcement the tectonic 
plates moved, it was almost 
like an earthquake.” 

“It was one of the most 
important news in the fight for 
equality that the Latino LGBT 
community leads. It touches 
the hearts and opens the minds 
of many people,” said Serrano, 
who became a friend of the 
artist after his announcement. 
Ricardo Torres, a Mexican 
man who was raised in Texas 
and lives in Chicago, was 




in the audience when Oprah 
Winfrey interviewed Martin 
last year. He thanked Martin, 
saying that his revelation was 
good for his own relationship 
with his mother. 

“Lor the first time my mother 
asked me personal questions. 
Lor almost 20 years she has 
known that I am gay but she 
never asked anything she told 
me not to tell anyone else in 
my family. It was a secret a 
big taboo,” Torres, 38, told the 
AP. 

“Everything changed after 
Ricky came out of the closet,” 
he added. “Like someone in 
our family came out and by 
doing so gave us the right to 
live more openly.” 

And the audience in general 
seems to support Martin. 
“Me,” which came out 
November 2, was a New 
York Times best-seller and its 
Spanish edition, “Yo,” reached 
No. 1 biography in the United 
States. His single “Lo mejor de 
mi vida eres tu,” released the 
same week of the book, was 
at the top of Billboard’s Latin 
Pop Songs chart (English 
version “The Best Thing 
About Me Is You” debuted 
on Oprah and was officially 
released on February 1.) “If 
in Puerto Rico people used to 
love him, now they love him 
even more,” said Serrano, who 


recounted that during Martin’s 
first public appearance post¬ 
announcement, in April at 
the Latin Billboard Awards, 
the singer not only received a 
standing ovation in the theater 
but a multitudinous cheer 
from the people on the streets. 
“That says a lot about the 
welcoming and I think 
demonstrates the reality of 
our society,” he said. “Even 
though we still have to fight 
a lot of homophobia, there is 
much more acceptance today.” 
According to statistics 
published online by The 
Trevor Project, a help-line 
for LGBT teenagers who may 
be contemplating suicide, 
LGBT youth are up to four 
times more likely to attempt 
suicide than their heterosexual 
peers; more than one third 
have attempted taking their 


own lives and those in highly 
rejecting families are more 
than eight times as likely to 
have attempted suicide than 
LGBT peers who reported 
no or low levels of family 
rejection. 

Torres considers that “one of 
the biggest positive effects 
(of Ricky’s coming out) is 
that Latino teenagers that are 
struggling with their sexuality 
have an example to follow.” 
“Ricky gives hope to thousands 
of teens that are recognizing 
their sexual orientation or 
their gender identity and this 
tells them that even when 
there is homophobia and lack 
of acceptance, they can get 
to be whatever they want to 
be,” Serrano concluded. “I 
believe that with his story he 
is saving lives, and for me that 
is crucial, it is wonderful. 


Egypt-born writer Chedid ‘dies in Paris’ 


PARIS - The Egyptian-born poet and novelist 
Andree Chedid, the grandmother of French 
rock singer Matthieu Chedid, died in Paris on 
Sunday aged 90, her publisher Flammarion 
said. 

She was bom into a Lebanese Christian 
family in Cairo in 1920 and was educated 
in Egypt and Paris before taking a degree 
in journalism at the American University in 
Cairo. 

Chedid moved to Paris in 1946 and became a 
French citizen. 


Her first book was written in English but she 
later switched to French to pen her novels, 
whose stories move between France and the 
Middle East. 

She published 22 volumes of poetry, 16 
novels, seven plays and numerous short 
stories, according to the website of the 
International PEN writers’ organisation. 

Two of her novels were made into award¬ 
winning film s : “Le sixieme jour” in 1986 by 
Youssef Chahine, and “L’ autre” by Bernard 
Giraudeau in 1991Q 


Matthew Perry warmed up for zany ‘Mr. Sunshine’ 


NEW YORK - On his new ABC 
sitcom, “Mr. Sunshine,” Matthew 
Perry plays a chap whose life is 
clouded. 

He plays Ben Donovan, the 
manager of a big San Diego 
sports arena, the Sunshine 
Center, which hosts a variety of 
attractions. “Every night, 17,505 
people come here expecting to 
have a good time,” Ben declares. 


“And I make sure they do.” 

But there are also a host of 
attendant wacky problems. On 
the series premiere (Wednesday 
at 9:30 p.m. EST), the circus 
is booked, but the ice from the 
previous night’s hockey game 
isn’t melting. Oh, and an elephant 
is lost in the building. 

Meanwhile, Ben has hit his 40th 
birthday. It’s a wake-up call. 


Suddenly, he sees he isn’t as 
happy as he had thought. 

“He’s a solipsistic, self-centered 
man,” says Perry. “But his eyes 
get opened a little bit, and he 
realizes that the ticket to being 
happy and having some kind of 
inner peace in his life is to stop 
thinking about himself all the 
time, and maybe think about his 
fellow man.’O 



















Seniors share homes for 
income and company 


Joyce Kane lives with two women who pay rent, don’t smoke 
and like her cats. 

Kane, a 64-year-old divorcee, has been sharing her central 
New Jersey home with strangers for 10 years and depends on 
them for both income and company. 

She is one of a growing number of seniors across the United 
States who live with paying guests in their homes and find 
that the lodgers are not only an economic lifeline but also an 
emotional anchor. 

“In order to stay in my home after a divorce I needed 
additional income,” said Kane, who has had seven sharers 
and describes it as a wonderful experience, and one she 
recommends to others. 

“I’ve had some great relationships with the homesharers,” 
she added. 

In New Jersey, such partnerships are brokered by 
Homesharing, Inc., a nonprofit group that links homeowners 
often but not always seniors with people who can’t afford to 
buy or rent their own homes and are willing to take a room 
or two in someone else’s house. 

The service is free, although the group accepts donations 
from participants. Both the homeowners and the people 
seeking a home are thoroughly screened and everyone is 
interviewed. 

“Our rate (of success) is better than first-time marriages,” 
said Renee Drell, executive director of Homesharing, Inc, 
one of many similar organizations across the United States. 
Demand from both homeowners and those who want to live 
in their houses increases every year, and has accelerated with 
the economic downturn. 

“What has been happening the last few years is that more 
people who are homeowners need this as other costs rise and 
their income remains stable,” Drell explained. “And there 
is always the population that need this program, but it has 
increased in intensity now as people have lost their jobs. “ 
She has seen demand increase by about 19 percent from 
1,610 clients in 2009 to 1,912 through November 2010. 
Those looking to move into someone else’s home are often 
middle-aged women who have fallen on hard times. 

“Mostly, it is single women aged 50 to 55 who are downsizing, 
and their reasons are usually financial,” she said.Q 


More candor urged in care 
of dying cancer patients 


WASHINGTON - Patients 
don’t want to hear that they’re 
dying and doctors don’t 
want to tell them. But new 
guidance for the nation’s 
cancer specialists says they 
should be upfront and do it far 
sooner. 

The American Society of 
Clinical Oncology says too 
often, patients aren’t told 
about options like comfort 
care or even that their chemo 
has become futile until the 
bitter end. 

To help families broach the 
topic, too, the group developed 
an easy-to-read booklet about 
those choices, from standard 
care to symptom relief, and 
advice about what to ask to 
maximize remaining time. 
“This is not a 15-minute 
conversation, and it should 
not happen in the back of the 
ambulance on the way to the 
ICU at 3 in the morning,” 
says ASCO chief executive 
Dr. Allen Lichter. “When 
everyone is well and has their 
wits about them, it’s time to 
start the process.” 

The guidance and booklet 
available at http://www. 
cancer.net mark an unusually 
strong push for planning end- 
of-life care, in a profession 
that earns more from attacking 
tumors than from lengthy, 
emotional discussions about 
when it’s time to stop. 

“This is a clarion call for 
oncologists . to take the 
lead in curtailing the use 
of ineffective therapy and 
ensuring a focus on palliative 
care and relief of symptoms 
throughout the course of 
illness,” the guidance stresses. 
But it’s part of a slowly 
growing movement to deal 
with a subject so taboo that 
Congress’ attempt to give 
such planning a nudge in 2009 
degenerated into charges of 


“death panels.” 

Now consider a program in 
Pittsburgh named Closure. 
In so-called “community 
conversations,” the program 
teaches families how to talk 
with each other and their 
doctors about what they 
want and want to avoid in 
their final days. Created 
by the Jewish Healthcare 
Foundation, sessions have 
spread to hospitals, religious 
centers and neighborhoods 
around the city, and a website 
opened last month at http:// 
www. clo sure. org. 

The sessions are frank. 
Doctors tell of entering 
hospital rooms late at night 
asking for resuscitation 
preferences should a very ill 
patient worsen only to find 
relatives didn’t know their 
loved one was that sick. 
“There is going to be, over the 
next few years, a grounds well 
of people telling physicians, 
T don’t want to go out in 
excruciating pain, short of 
breath, alone, surrounded by 
lights and sirens and people 


pounding on my chest,”’ 
predicts Dr. Jonathan Weinkle, 
a primary care physician who 
advises the program. 
“Everybody wants a good 
death but not a moment too 
soon, but they don’t have the 
language to ask for it.” 

Closure participant Pearl 
Moore, a retired Pittsburgh 
oncology nurse, urges people 
to start planning before they’re 
ever sick, when it’s easier to 
discuss. Moore’s mother died 
of stomach cancer without 
health workers or family ever 
discussing the inevitable. 
Haunted, she returned to 
college to specialize in cancer 
nursing. She helped her 
patients discuss quality of 
life, “to be able to live until 
they died, is the way I put it,” 
Moore says. 

And years ago she prepared 
her own living will and other 
health care directives, giving 
copies to her daughter, Cheryl, 
as soon as she was grown. 
“Remembering my mother, 
we had the discussion,” says 
Moore.□ 



Fully furnished apartments for rent in quiet 
Tanki Leendert neighbourhood. 1 bedroom with king 
size bed, 1 bathroom, living room with open kitchen. 

Highspeed internet and Cable TV included. Pool - 
supermarket next door. Centrally located at 5 minutes 
from downtown, beaches and hotel area. 
Monthly rent of Afl. 1050,- T. 562-3257 
Email: frangeraruba@yahoo.com 
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Bon Dia Aruba Weststraat 22 - Tel:5827800 - Fax:5827044 


FOR SALE 

BY OWNER 

Divi Phoenix i 

Wk 3 Studio, sleeps 4 I 
$5,900 and Wk 5 

Divi Village 

1 br unit birdie 2 1 V 2 bath, pool 
side unit 2109 equity 1,500 
asking 6500 wk 6 
Divi Dutch Village 
Studio Rm 118 $3,600 and wk 8 
Divi Village 
1 bd Rm 3201 $5,900 
e-mail: rmwimw@aol.com 
Us 508-651-0016 


FOR RENT 

PARADISE BEACH m 
VILLAS | 

Studio 317 week 7 
Studio 317 week 8 
$500 pw 

TROPICANA BEACH 

RESORT 

1 Bedroom ground floor 
Pool side 

week 8 week 9 $600 p/w 
745-5246 

iceprincess3754@yahoo.com 


FOR SALE 

TROPICANA ARUBA 

RESORT & CASINO 

Weeks 4,5,6,7 
Privately Owned One s 
Bedroom Suites < 
Rental $700 per week 
Call Aruba 566-5052 
Call US 978-530-6077 
E-mail 

josflak@hotmail.com 

FOR RENT 

Renaissance 


190116 


Ocean view + pool side 
wk 4+5 Jan 27,2012 
tofebrIO, 2012 
583-6000 Rm 2527 
Usa 207-723-9581 


FOR SALE 

PARADISE BEACH VILLAS 

wk 5 Rm 215 
Town House $14,500 
Call 587-4000 § 

Rm 215 1/29-2/6 § 

Usa 1-928-830-2854 


FOR SALE OR RENT 

Paradise Beach Villas s 

1 Brwks5,6,7,8&9 § 

(Pool Side) 

Call Rm 103 till march 5th 
stateside 516-628-8020 
$10,000 p/wk negotiable 


FOR SALE 

Renaissance 19002E 
Ocean Suites 

wk 2+3 same unit also 
wk 4 pool+ocean view 
Usa 508-224-7575 


for sale: great deals & fabulous prices! 
Sellers have agreed to huge reductions! 
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Perfectly located modern 5 
family apartment building. 
GREAT INVESTMENT! 

Huge 2 BDR/2BA 
apartments. Good condition 
and lots of income! 
OWNER MUST SELL! 
NOW ONLY $599,000! 

Best value in Tierra del 
Sol! Exclusive golf course 
community. Expanded 3 
BDR 2 story villa, Private 
pool. Huge upper Master 
suite w/fab. balcony! 
Dream home! w/expansion 
possibilities! Drastically 
reduced to $695,000! 

ARUBA VILLA RENTALS 

Everything from simple guestrooms to luxurious Villas! 

By the week, month or year. 

Phone: 586-8800 or 586-4290. 
www.ArubaVillaRentals.com — www.absolutearuba.com 

Ask about our other nronerties for sale. All our listinas are carefullu selected 
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FOR SALE 

Marriott Surf Club 

3 Bedroom 3 bath 
platinum floating 
wks 51-17 
$36,000 

Call Mary in Aruba 
565-8713 till 3/5 
610-724-6323- USA 
macalh@aol.com 


FOR SALE 

Renaissance Ocean Suites 


wk 10-2545 P/o wk 11-2329 
P/o $10,800 
U.S. 352-697-3133 
E-mail: wshnfl@aol.com 


FOR SALE 

PARADISE BEACH VILLAS 

wk 6 Rm 202 2 bd, 2 bath 
$11995 Call 587-4000 
Rm 102 1/29 -2/4 
Rm 202 2/4-2/12 


Usa 1-508-883-9170 


190019A 


ARUBA VACATION PARK 

WATERPARK 

RESTAURANT 
NOW OPEN 

Low LOCAL Prices 

ENJOY YOURSELF 

RENTA 

WEEKEND 

Apartment OR VILLAS 

INCLUDED DINER AND LUNCH AND 
ENTRANCE WATERPARK 

NEW ENTRANCE 

follow the SIGNS WATERPARK on 
the Caya Betico Croes NEXT to 
the HOOIBERG STAIRS 

tel. 585 0550, 593 5281 
www.arubavacationpark.com 


FOR SALE 

Renaissance 190108 
Ocean Suites 

wk 6 - 23 P/o 10.500 
U.S. 352-697-3133 
E-mail: wshnfl@aol.com 


Time Share Resales 

always your best option 

Marriott Ocean Club 


IBr Platinum Ocean View 

$12500 

IBr Platinum Ocean Front 

$15000 

2Br Platinum Ocean View 

$18000 

2Br Platinum Ocean Front 

$26000 

For Rent.lBr Platinum O.V. 7 March to 14 March 2011 $1800 

Marriott Surf Club 


2Br Platinum Garden View 

$17000 

2Br Platinum Ocean View 

$21000 

2Br Platinum Ocean Side 

$22000 

2Br Platinum Ocean Front 

$35000 

3Br Platinum Ocean View 

$30000 

2Br wk 7 Platinum Plus O.F. 

$50000 

3Br wk 7 Platinum Plus O.V. 

$70000 

La Cabana Roquet Club 


2Br wk 3,4,5,6 room 346E O.F. 

$30000 each. 

1 Br wk 7 room 407A O.V. 

$9000 

1 Br wk 7 room 21 8C P.O. 

$10000 

1 Br DLX wk 9 Room 401 D Ocean Front 

$13000 

2Br wk 9 room 202E O.F. 

$20000 

Divi Phoenix 


Stu wk 4 room 108 P.O.V. 

$7000 

2Brwk 9/10 room 211 P.O. 

$32000 Both 

IBr wk 10 Room 1206 O.V. 

$11000 

1 Br wk 4 room 1406 O.V. 

$10000 

Br wk 4 , 5,6 room 1106 O.V. 

$11,000 each 

Amsterdam Manor 


2Br wk 1 15 2 the whole year for 

$550000 

Divi Links 


1 Br wk 4 room 2105 Pool View for 

$15000 

STUDIO wk 7/8 room 4205 P.V. 

$25000 both 

2Br wk 5 Room 2222/2223 P.O. 

$23000 

1 Br wk 9/10 Room 4209/4210 P.V. 

$12000 

IBr wk 9 room 4226 P.V. 

$12000 

Stu wk 9 room 4225 P.V. 

$10000 

Occidental Resort 


Jr.Suite wk 1/17 Ocean view 

$10000 

1 Br Deluxe wk 2/17 Ocean View 

$15000 

2x 1 Br supreme wk 2/17 ocean F. 

$30000 both 

2Br supreme wk 2/17 Ocean Front 

$30000 

3Br Supreme wk 2/17 Ocean Front 

$50000 

FOR RENT 2Br Ocean Front wk 7 and 8 

$4000 each 

Paradise beach Villas 


Town Flouse wk 6,7 room 217 P.O. 

$15000 each 

Stu wk 7,8 room 317 G.V. 

$6500 each 

1 Br wk 5 room 320 P.O. 

$10000 

Casa Del Mar 


2Br wk 9 Room 1206 P.O. 

$19000 

Dutch Village 


Stu wk 8,9 room 133 P.V. 

$6000 each 

Riu Palace 


2Br wk 4 room 269 Ocean Front 

$25000 

Tiera del sol 


2Br 2Bath Flouse for 

$550,000 

Manv more weeks for sale 

call: 731-2012 or 562 

-0712 

m- 


i n nypaesch(^yahoo.com 


ARUBA DREAM 

VACATIONS. N.V. 


TROPICANA ARUBA 

RESORT & CASINO 

WKs 51, 52 1BR 
Sale $6,000, Rent $900 
WKs 1 thru 8 1BR 
Sale $5,000, Rent $800 
WKs 9 thru 15 1BR 
Sale $4000, Rent $700 
WKs 16 thru 50 1BR 
Sale $3,000, Rent $600 


ARUBA BEACH CLUB 

Wk 50, 1BR 
Sale $3,500, Rent $600 


CASA DEL MAR 

Wk 36, Ambassador 
Sale $4,500, Rent $600 


DIVI PHOENIX 

WK 4 Studio 
Wk 8 Studio 
Wk 9 1BR 


LAQUINTA BEACH 

RESORT 

WK 37, 1BR Sale 
$3,000, Rent $600 
WK 47, 1BR 
Sale $3,500, Rent $600 


PARADISE BEACH 

VILLAS 

WK 1, $12,995 2BR Pool 
WK 2, $12,995 2BR Pool 
WK 4, $12,995 2BR Pool 
Wk 10, $6,500 1BR 
Garden 

Wk 24 $1,860 Studio 
Wk 19, 3,150 1BR 
Garden 

Wk 20, $4,200 1BR Pool 
Wk 31 $1,920 1BR 
(Even Yr.) 

Wk 32 $7,200 2BR Pool 
Wk 38 $6,600 2BR Pool 
Wk 42 $4,500 1 BR Pool 


OCCIDENTAL 

WKs 2 -17, $16,000 
1BR OF Supreme Float 


MORE WEEKS AVAILABLE 
FOR RENT OR SALE 


Please call 
566-5052 


arubadreamvacations@ 

hotmail.com 
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U.S. not ready for Arctic oil drilling, say officials 



WASHINGTON - The United 
States is ill-equipped to deal 
with a major oil catastrophe 
in Alaska, the Coast Guard 
admiral who led the US 
response to the massive Gulf 
of Mexico oil spill and others 
have warned. 

Only one of the US Coast 
Guard’s three ice breakers 
is operational and would 
be available to respond to a 
disaster off Alaska’s northern 
coast, which is icebound 
for much of the year, retired 
admiral Thad Allen told 
reporters this week. 

Former Alaska lieutenant 
governor Fran Ulmer said that 
before drilling in the Arctic, 
the United States must “invest 
in the Coast Guard.” 

“It’s not an option; it’s a 
mandatory next step for our 
country to take,” said Ulmer, 
who was a member of a 
presidential commission that 
last month called for more 


government oversight to 
prevent a repeat of the Gulf of 
Mexico disaster. 

But funding for expensive 
new icebreakers is unlikely 
to be high on the list of 
priorities of Republicans who 
gained control of the House of 
Representatives by vowing to 
slash spending. 

And yet, Republicans are 
likely to push for more drilling 
off Alaska’s coast, an area rich 
in oil. 

Allen drew a grim picture of 
the difficulties that would 
face authorities responding to 
an offshore emergency in the 
Arctic. 

Hundreds of clean-up workers, 
spill investigators, counsellors 
and advisers poured into 
Louisiana after the Gulf of 
Mexico spill, taking over 
entire coastal towns. 

But the town of Barrow, 
which is close to the offshore 
areas and where some rigs and 
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offshore islands have already 
been erected, there are few 
facilities to house workers, let 
alone oil spill response crews 
or rescuers, he said. 

“If you have 30 people, you’ve 
maxed out the beds,” he said. 
The town has no de-icing 
facilities and no hangar for 
fixed-wing aircraft, which 
were used extensively in the 
aftermath of the BP oil spill in 
the Gulf of Mexico. 

“At this point the lack of a 
forward operating base would 
be a significant impediment 
not only to oil spill response 
but to search and rescue,” said 
Allen. Eleven rig workers died 


when a BP-leased rig exploded 
some 50 miles (80 kilometers) 
off the coast of Louisiana in 
April, sending a record 4.9 
million barrels of toxic crude 
spewing into the Gulf before 
the gushing deepwater well 
was capped three months later. 
The impact is still being 
felt in the region, where oil 
washed up on beaches, tainted 
fragile marshlands, caused the 
authorities to close down vast 
areas of water to commercial 
fishing and shrimping, and 
crippled tourism. 

The oil spill panel that Ulmer 
sat on blamed the accident 
on “systemic” failures in oil 


industry safety practices and 
weak enforcement of safety 
rules and warned that without 
reform a disaster like that in 
the Gulf of Mexico might 
happen again. 

Drilling in Alaska would 
be in shallower water than 
the BP well, but challenges 
including harsh weather, ice 
floes and the fact that the 
closest Coast Guard base is 
hundreds of miles away would 
make rescue and clean-up 
operations very difficult, said 
Marilyn Heijman, director of 
the Pew Environment Group’s 
offshore energy reform and 
US Arctic campaigns.□ 


Fires from Ohio train tanker explosion are put out 



ARCADIA, Ohio - Crews 
began cleaning up Monday at 
the site of a train derailment 
where tanker cars filled with 
ethanol shook the ground 
in spectacular nighttime 
explosions caught on video. 


Several of the rail cars 
burned for nearly 24 hours. 
Firefighters had most of the 
flames under control by late 
Sunday, said Hancock County 
Emergency Management 
Director Garry Valentine. 


A couple of cars were still 
smoldering Monday morning, 
according to The Courier of 
Findlay. 

Witnesses said they felt the 
ground shake every time a 
tanker exploded, and amateur 
videos showed fireballs 
erupting over the area in rural 
northwest Ohio, about 50 
miles south of Toledo. 
Authorities estimate that 
at least eight cars carrying 
more than 30,000 gallons of 
ethanol exploded after they 
tumbled off the tracks early 
Sunday. No one was injured, 
but homes within two miles 
were evacuated for much of 
the day. 

The train was headed from 
Chicago to North Carolina 
with 62 cars, said Norfolk 
Southern spokesman Rudy 
Husband. Almost half the cars 
had at least some fire damage. 
No cause has been determined, 
and it isn’t known when the 
track will reopen, Husband 
said. 

Heavy equipment was brought 
in to clear the cars and debris. 
Authorities said that it was 
fortunate that the fire did not 
spread to a nearby fertilizer 
plant and that the train didn’t 
derail in a residential area. □ 
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Cordoba cree que liberation de 
cautivos on Colombia esta cerca 


BOGOTA (AP) - La ex 
senadora Piedad Cordoba 
dijo el domingo estar segura 
de que antes de “mitad de 
ano” se lograra la liberacion 
de todos los secuestrados en 
Colombia e insistio en que 
se iniciara un proceso de paz 
con los diferentes actores del 
conflicto armado del pais. 

“Yo estoy segura de que antes 
de mitad de ano ya hemos 
entregado a todo el mundo”, 
aseguro Cordoba durante una 
ceremonia religiosa celebrada 
en su apartamento del centro 
de Bogota. 

Sin embargo, la ex senadora 
no especifico si con el termino 
“todo el mundo” se referia solo 
a los 19 militares y policias 
que estan secuestrados 
por las Fuerzas Armadas 
Revolucionarias de Colombia 


(FARC), o tambien a los 
civiles que permanecen en 
poder de los grupos armados 
ilegales. 

A1 dirigirse al padre Alberto 
Franco, el sacerdote que 
encabezaba la liturgia, 
y a varios familiares de 
secuestrados, Cordoba 

expreso: “La gente dice que yo 
siempre digo cosas que no se 
si las se o me las invento; no, 
yo las deseo. Yo estoy segura 
de que antes de mitad de ano 
ya hemos entregado a todo el 
mundo, y va a comenzar todo 
un proceso que tiene que ser la 
posibilidad de la negociacion 
de paz en este pais”. 

A la pregunta de si su 
afirmacion era un sueno o una 
realidad, Cordoba respondio: 
“Es un sueno, porque el que 
no suena no hace nada”. Y 


agrego: “Estamos trabajando 
(en mas liberaciones)... Yo 
creo que no es nada imposible 
y las FARC estan generando 
condiciones, lo mismo que el 
gobierno”. 

Cordoba, a quien la 
Procuraduria destituyo en 
septiembre pasado por sus 
presuntos nexos con las FARC, 
dijo estar “muy satisfecha” 
y “muy contenta” por un 
version de prensa que circulo 
el domingo en el sentido de 
que ese grupo guerrillero al 
parecer quiere dialogar con el 
gobierno del presidente Juan 
Manuel Santos. 

Esa version aparecio en un 
escrito de la agencia Anncol, 
que normalmente publica 
informaciones relacionadas 
con las FARC. Sin embargo, 
en el articulo no dice que esa 


Venezuela cancela lucrative 
contrato con minera 
canadiense 


CARACAS (AP) - La minera canadiense 
Crystallex International Corp. informo el 
domingo que Venezuela le notified que su 
contrato para desarrollar una importante mina 
de oro ha sido cancelado. 

Crystallex, con sede en Toronto, indico en 
un comunicado en su pagina de internet que 
recibio una carta de la paraestatal Corporacion 
Venezolana de Guayana (CVG), la cual le 
informa que el contrato que tenia la compama 
para operar la mina de Las Cristinas ha sido 
“cancelado en forma unilateral”. 

Indico que junto con la carta venia una copia 
de una resolucion de CVG que formalizaba la 
decision, la cual fue tomada bajo el argumento 
de que Crystallex no habia actuado en tomo 


al proyecto durante mas de un ano y tambien 
por “razones de oportunidad y conveniencia”. 
La empresa dijo que habia cumplido con 
sus obligaciones estipuladas en el contrato 
y habia preparado el lugar, dejandolo listo 
para comenzar su explotacion mientras 
aguardaba un permiso del ministerio del 
medio ambiente. Dicho ministerio le nego su 
solicitud para un permiso en abril del 2008 
a pesar de que “Crystallex cumplia con los 
requisitos” para recibirlo, senalo la compama. 
Crystallex consideraba a la mina de Las 
Cristinas en el estado sureno de Bolivar como 
su activo principal, pues calcula que contiene 
unos 481.000 gramos (17 millones de onzas) 
de oro.Q 


Obama pronunciara discurso a la region desde Chile 


SANTIAGO DE CHILE 
(AP) - El presidente 
estadounidense Barack 
Obama pronunciara un 
“importante discurso” 
relacionado con 

Latinoamerica desde San¬ 
tiago, ciudad que visitara en 
marzo, informo el lunes el 
canciller Alfredo Moreno. 


La agenda preliminar de 
Obama y el presidente 
chileno Sebastian Pinera 
incluye temas de energia 
renovable y nuclear, 
astronomia, educacion de 
post grado, ensenanza del 
ingles y problemas de la 
region y del mundo, agrego. 
Dentro de la agenda tambien 


pronunciara “un importante 
discurso relacionado 

con la region”, preciso 
Moreno. Obama, sin dias 
determinados aun, visitara 
Chile la penultima semana 
de marzo acompanado de 
su esposa Michelle y sus 
dos hijas, de acuerdo con la 
informacion oficial. □ 



La ex senadora Piedad Cordoba (AP Photo) 


sea la postura del secretariado 
de esa organizacion ilegal, su 
maxima linea de mando. 
Santos ha reiterado que esta 
dispuesto a negociar siempre 
y cuando la guerrilla libere a 
todos los rehenes y cese sus 
ataques. 

Cordoba revelo que el lunes 
viajara a la localidad brasilena 
de Sao Gabriel da Cachoeira 
para recoger dos helicopteros 
militares y sus tripulaciones. 
Estos fueron facilitados por 
el gobierno de Brasil, que 
apoya la logistica para la 
liberacion de cinco rehenes 
que los rebeldes dijeron que 
entregarian a la ex senadora 
en un anuncio efectuado en 
diciembre pasado. 

Se espera que la primera 
liberacion ocurra el miercoles, 
segun ha dicho Cordoba. 

El primer liberado seria 
Marcos Baquero, del Concejo 
Municipal de San Jose del 
Guaviare, al sur del pais, 
retenido desde junio del 2009. 
Baquero sera entregado a sus 
parientes en el aeropuerto 
de Villavicencio, en el sur 
del pais, mientras que a la 
terminal de Florencia, tambien 
en el sur, se espera la llegada 


de Armando Acuna, concejal 
de Garzon, ubicado en el 
departamento suroccidental 
de Huila; asi como el infante 
de marina Henry Lopez 
Martinez, dijo la ex senadora. 
El concejal de Garzon esta 
secuestrado desde mayo del 
2009, mientras que el infante 
de marina cayo en poder de 
las FARC en mayo del 2010. 
Los dos ultimos en ser 
liberados llegaran al 
aeropuerto de Ibague, en 
el suroeste colombiano, y 
seran el mayor de la policia 
Guillermo Solorzano y el cabo 
del ejercito Salin Sanmiguel. 

Desde enero del 2008 las 
FARC le han entregado a 
Cordoba 14 secuestrados, 
entre uniformados y politicos. 
De los cinco proximos en ser 
liberados, el mayor Solorzano 
es el que tiene mas tiempo 
retenido, desde junio del 
2007, mientras que el cabo 
Sanmiguel esta cautivo 
desde mayo del 2008. Las 
autoridades dicen que las 
FARC aun tienen en su poder a 
por lo menos 19 uniformados 
y un numero indeterminado de 
civiles. □ 
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